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HEALTHYLifestylesLifestyles Younger faces, happier feet and better looking hair, all 
brought to you by modern medicine ... inside this week!

A man was struck by this large truck while crossing Junipero 
Street Wednesday, the day after a woman was hit by her 
own car. See page 6A.

A young female coyote gets medical care this week. To find out 
what, why and where, see page 6A.
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Even if they’ve been vaccinated and have plexiglass between 
them, city employees now have to wear masks.

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

til this week, city employees who provided proof of vac-
cination to their department heads were allowed to work 
without wearing face coverings.

But now, public officials are watching the delta vari-
ant infection numbers and seeing what larger counties and 
cities are doing, according to Rerig. Cities in Santa Clara 

City hall workers, visitors must now wear masks 
By MARY SCHLEY

CITY ADMINISTRATOR Chip Rerig on Monday be-
gan requiring all city employees, regardless of vaccination 
status, to wear masks when inside any public building and 
when working in proximity to each other outside. 

The City of Carmel has seen its number of corona-
virus infections increase by just one case since the state 
reopened June 15, and 79 percent of its residents age 12 
and older have received at least one dose of the vaccine, 
according to the California Department of Public Health. 
In addition, 81 percent of the city’s 62 employees are fully 
vaccinated against the virus. But Rerig said he imposed 
the new rule “in an abundance of caution,” based on the 
rising number of coronavirus infections elsewhere due to 
the highly contagious delta variant.

“We’re following the county’s recommendation,” in 
which county health officer Dr. Ed Moreno suggested that 
businesses require customers to wear masks, even though 
he did not demand it.

Follow the leader
Members of the public who walk into city hall or any 

other government building are also required to mask up, 
even if they’ve gotten the jab — but that mandate was al-
ready in place, according to Rerig.

He noted city hall has other Covid-related precautions, 
as well, including air filters and plexiglass barriers. Up un-

See MASKS page 15A

Survey shows strong 
public support for 
outdoor dining

By MARY SCHLEY

AN EXTENSIVE questionnaire answered by nearly 
1,400 people — more than a third of them full-time resi-
dents, with another 17 percent part-timers — shows wide-
spread public support for letting restaurants, coffee shops 
and tasting rooms serve customers outdoors on sidewalks 
and in parklets, according to results presented by planning 
director Brandon Swanson at a Thursday meeting of the ad 
hoc outdoor dining committee.

Despite appeals from restaurant owners for a broader 
discussion about coronavirus safety, business needs and 
customer choice — specifically, being able to keep their 
temporary parklets beyond the council-imposed Sept. 12 
deadline to remove them — the committee, including 
Mayor Dave Potter and councilmember Bobby Richards, 
decided to focus on the survey results for the time being.

‘We’re really scared’
Some restaurateurs are saying that serving outdoors 

is imperative to their economic survival, because corona-
virus concerns are driving many customers to ask to be 
seated outside.

Bashar Sneeh, co-owner of Dametra and several other 

unvaccinated population.”
While everything “looked like it was near normal” in 

the past few months, with few hospitalizations, Poudel 
said there is now an increasing number of cases and hospi-
talizations, some of which include critically ill patients on 
ventilators. He called the current situation a “pandemic of 
the unvaccinated.”

Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula’s Dr. 
Martha Blum said June was a “nice, quiet month,” but that 
the lull was brief. 

“Unfortunately, the very first week of July, we saw a 
sharp increase in hospitalizations of people with symp-
tomatic Covid,” Blum said, adding that several required 
ICU-level care. “So far, we have had two people pass away 
from Covid in the month of July. That’s after four months 
of no Covid-related fatalities at our hospital.”

Blum said she believes the county is experiencing a 
surge of cases, but conceded there is “no strict definition 

County docs sound alarm over delta variant
By KELLY NIX

AS MANY as 90 percent of new Covid-19 cases in 
Monterey County are being blamed on the more conta-
gious delta variant, which is also responsible for causing a 
spike of infections and hospitalizations, according to doc-
tors from three of the county’s four hospitals, all of whom 
this week urged people to get vaccinated.

At a press briefing Wednesday, doctors from Communi-
ty Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula, Salinas Valley Me-
morial Healthcare System and Natividad Medical Center 
addressed what one of them said was a “surge” of cases in 
the county. They all pointed to the rise of the delta strain 
as the culprit. 

Delta takes over
Salinas Valley Memorial Healthcare System’s Dr. Ma-

hendra Poudel said that a month ago, there were a “hand-
ful” of known delta variant cases in the county, but now the 
highly infectious strain accounts for 90 percent of all new 
Covid infections.

“It didn’t really take very long for this delta to take over 
most of the infections,” Poudel said. “What this means is 
that this virus is highly, highly infectious, especially in the 

See ALARM page 14A

Coyote on the mend

Pedestrian ‘run over’ 
by dump truck

Rancho Cañada Village
OK’d, hailed all around

By CHRIS COUNTS

WHAT WAS once a litigious battle turned into a 
lovefest Tuesday when the Monterey County Board of Su-
pervisors unanimously approved a plan to create 93 sin-
gle-family-residential lots, 12 townhomes and 40 units of 
employee housing at the former site of Rancho Cañada’s 
West Course. It also calls for measures that would protect 
400 homes and 270 businesses from a 100-year flood.

The vote seemingly brings an end to a 17-year effort 
by Alan Williams and Clint Eastwood to get permission to 
build affordable housing at the former golf course.

Just three years after the Carmel Valley Association 
sued the developers over their plan — a judge sided with 

See VILLAGE page 25A

See PARKLETS page 11A

Missing cat returned
home after 4 months

By MARY SCHLEY

THE SWEET little tortoise-shell calico cat who 
charmed a Santa Fe Street resident into feeding her was 
returned to her family in Pacific Grove last Thursday after 
being AWOL since March. 

“A resident noticed a cat hanging around the house, and 
it was really friendly, so they called to see if we could scan 
it for a microchip,” animal control officer Cindi Mitchell 
said this week.

The kitty had a chip, so Mitchell was able to track down 
the owners, a family in Pacific Grove.

“I called and spoke with the husband,” she said. “And 
he sounded surprised.”

It turned out Pepper had been missing since last spring.
“We totally thought she was eaten,” said Laura Dean, 

a teacher who lives a few blocks from Asilomar with her 
husband, their children, a dog, a puppy — and once again, 
two cats.

“We got her and her sister together around Christmas-
time two years ago,” she said. “And she went missing I 

See MISSING page 15A


