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Monterey County — including seven in the Monterey Pen-
insula — and relocating their residents into shelters. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom announced in July that he would 
set aside $2.7 million to “move people out of unsafe, un-
healthy encampments and into safer, more stable housing,” 
and he gave Caltrans the green light to start the process. 
Caltrans spokesman Kevin Drabinski could not yet offer 
a start date, but City of Monterey officials said the state 
agency has said it would be in a couple of weeks.

“At present, we have identified 14 sites in Monterey 
County, seven of which are on the Peninsula, for relocation 
and cleanup,” Drabinski told The Pine Cone Wednesday. 
“As for the timing of any actions, we need to coordinate 
our actions with the efforts of homeless outreach provid-
ers.”

The $2.7 million is in addition to $2 billion in “flexible 
aid and $50 million in encampment resolution grants” that 
Newsom has offered local governments.

‘Safety is priority’
The encampments Caltrans says it will clean up are sit-

uated on land owned by the agency next to Highway 1. 
Some of the sites are filled with large amounts of garbage 
and debris, which officials say pose health and safety is-
sues and environmental hazards.

“The priority for Caltrans is the safety of all people, es-
pecially against the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic,” 
Drabinski said. 

Caltrans to clear homeless sites along Highway 1 
By KELLY NIX

CALIFORNIA’S TRANSPORTATION agency said 
this week it has plans to start clearing more than a dozen 
homeless encampments along the Highway 1 corridor in 

See CLEANUP page 15A

What looks like a garbage dump is actually a homeless encamp-
ment off of Highway 1. The state plans on cleaning up seven “high 
priority” homeless encampments sites in the Monterey Peninsula.
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A good Samaritan found this injured owl in the Carmel Highlands 
last week and took it to SPCA Monterey County for treatment. 
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Pygmy owl rescued by citizen, cared for by SPCA
By KELLY NIX

A TINY owl that was discovered last week in the 
Carmel Highlands — and who could be a candidate for 
the cutest owl ever — is being treated by SPCA Monterey 
County wildlife specialists.

A citizen found the northern pygmy owl Aug. 18 and 
brought it to the SPCA’s Wildlife Center, where techni-
cians determined it had a wing injury. When it was found, 
the owl was on the ground, lying on its back and apparent-
ly unable to move.

To be released
“The young juvenile owl is suffering from a soft tissue 

injury to his right wing,” spokeswoman Beth Brookhous-
er said. “Skilled SPCA wildlife technicians are providing 
specialized care, including pain medications and cage rest 
while he recovers.”

The young bird is enjoying a diet of mice, rats and 
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Dripping pine can’t be 
cut, commission says

By MARY SCHLEY

TWO CARMELO Street residents who want to cut 
down a city pine because it drops sap on their cars when 
they park on the street heard a resounding “No,” from the 
forest and beach commission last Thursday, though mem-
bers expressed some sympathy for them.

Loretta Nussbacher and Harvey Hinman, who have 
houses between Second and Third, submitted separate ap-
plications in late July to have the 51-inch-diameter Mon-
terey pine, which is growing on public property, removed 
because it drips sap that damages the paint on their cars.

City forester Sara Davis said she evaluated the tree, 
which Nussbacher and Hinman described as “small” and 
“crooked,” and found that the curve in its trunk is straight-
ening, and it’s healthy. 

“The tree has regular vigor,” she said, and is pushing 
sap through to fend off bark beetles.

“This tree has the potential to go on and live a long 
life and contribute to the urban forest,” Davis said. “And 
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Alejo asks for new
indoor mask mandate

By KELLY NIX

MONTEREY COUNTY residents — vaccinated and 
unvaccinated — will be required to wear masks indoors 
again if a Monterey County Supervisor gets his way.

At Tuesday’s meeting, District 1 Supervisor Luis Ale-
jo asked the board to impose the mandate, and because a 
county mandate would only apply to unincorporated areas, 
Alejo also urged Monterey County health officer Dr. Ed 
Moreno to impose an order that would include the county’s 
cities.

“I hope that Dr. Moreno will consider it as a better op-
tion by exercising his powers as our county health officer,” 
Alejo said. “We need his leadership. Otherwise, the county 
would have to consider an action that would only apply to 
unincorporated Monterey County.”

No comment
The Pine Cone asked Moreno — who did not partici-

pate in a weekly news briefing Wednesday — whether he’s 
considering following Alejo’s request for a countywide 
mask order. He did not respond.

Alejo said the surge of the highly transmissible 
Covid-19 delta variant justifies requiring residents to wear 
masks inside shops and other indoor businesses.

“I think it’s better to do it now instead of waiting when 
we are in a dire situation to where we are on the brink 
of shutting down businesses again and closing down 
schools,” he said. “We don’t want to wait for that.”
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Contractors were able to remove 100 gallons of diesel 
from the tanks, the report added. They found no wildlife 
nearby that was impacted by the fuel.

The boat, a 62-foot Pleasurecraft named the Fish Mag-
net, ran aground Aug. 17 just before midnight. According 
to the United States Coast Guard, the boat simply “lost 
propulsion.” Three people were on board at the time, but 
no injuries were reported.

Broke two laws
By Thursday morning, heavy surf had broken the boat 

into pieces. Officials, meanwhile, were concerned about 
leaking fuel or oil — particularly on a state beach inside a 
federally protected marine sanctuary.

According to Eric Laughlin of the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife, the boat’s owner violated two 
state laws: one that prohibits allowing “debris to pass into 
state waters,” and another that makes it unlawful “to per-

Beached Boat leaked 700 gallons of diesel
By CHRIS COUNTS

A BOAT that ran aground at the south end of Andrew 
Molera State Park in Big Sur Aug. 17 leaked an estimated 
700 gallons of diesel fuel into the ocean, a state agency 
reported.

“Contractors were able to access the broken-up Plea-
surecraft at low tide Friday,” according to the California 
Office of Spill Prevention and Response. “They unfortu-
nately determined that much of the remaining diesel had 
leaked out of the tank and was unrecoverable, even though 
the tank was still intact.”

The agency had previously reported that it appeared 
that no oil or gas had leaked.

The recovery effort by Global Diving and Salvage was 
slowed by poor conditions. “Heavy surf had limited the re-
sponse to air operations up until Friday,” the agency noted.
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Contrary to earlier reports, a boat than ran aground in Big Sur last 
week leaked diesel fuel into the sea as it broke apart.
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