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HEALTHYLifestyles Hidden sugar in your juice, what to do when you’re 
hangry and a guilt-free dessert ... inside this week!

this week by hazardous-materials workers, who also 
cleaned up three other nearby sites.

A crew contracted by the California Department of 
Transportation cleared tons of garbage from four encamp-
ments along the Highway 1 corridor Monday through 
Wednesday. 

The effort was the first time in years that the State of 
California has done anything 
about the mounds of garbage 
and hazardous living condi-
tions that have become the 
norm along the state-owned 
highway as it passes through 
the Monterey Peninsula.  The 
problem has gotten much 
worse since the coronavirus 
epidemic began.

The most conspicuous of 
the encampments — near 
the Highway 1 offramp to 
Del Monte Avenue in Mon-
terey — has been one of the 
first things visitors see as they 
drive into the city.  

On Tuesday morning, be-
fore the cleanup effort began, 
California Highway Patrol 
officers performed a safety 
check of the Del Monte Ave-
nue site and stayed on scene 

Caltrans begins cleanup of freeway homeless sites 
n Groups try to place residents in housing

By KELLY NIX

A TRASH-FILLED homeless encampment, which 
for years has been an embarrassing eyesore for the City 
of Monterey in the sand dunes off Highway 1, was cleared 

See VERIZON page 18A

State-contracted workers gather and haul away loads of trash and junk from a homeless encamp-
ment and dump site Tuesday near the beach in Monterey. The filthy encampment was one of many 
on the Monterey Peninsula that, until this week, had been left alone.
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See HOMELESS page 19A

Former AT&T exec 
heads group to fight 
Verizon tower bid

By MARY SCHLEY

A NEW group has been formed to fight the installa-
tion of a cellular antenna on top of a power pole near La 
Playa Hotel. The proposed Verizon Wireless tower will be 
considered by the planning commission at a special meet-
ing Sept. 29.

Headed by former AT&T executive Bob Kavner, Stop 
Cell Towers in Carmel Neighborhoods incorporated ear-
ly this month and has already met with public officials to 
assert the city has the right and the legal strength to fight 
Verizon. The group is represented by attorney Tony Lom-
bardo’s office.

The wireless giant has already received permission to 
install cellular equipment on the roof of Sunset Center 
and last month appeared before the planning commission 
seeking the OK to mount a tower and other equipment on 
a PG&E pole on Carmelo south of Eighth. At that meet-
ing, commissioners decided the equipment was too ugly 
to approve and gave the company more time to figure out 
how to make it more acceptable and the public more time 
to think about it.

‘Not prohibited’
Senior planner Marnie Waffle had recommended ap-

proving the antenna, which would increase the 40-foot-tall 
pole to 51 feet, and OK attaching a cabinet measuring 72 
inches tall and 21.74 inches wide about 11 feet up. A bat-
tery backup and other equipment would be on the ground. 
While the city’s code discourages wireless installations in 
the public right of way, she said, “they are not prohibited.”

Waffle concluded the new cell equipment wouldn’t 
have any adverse impacts on parking, circulation or trees, 
and meets FCC regulations for RF emissions. Federal law 
prohibits cities from blocking the installation of wireless 

Sandcastle construction is serious business, as this young lady can 
attest. The 60th Annual Great Sand Castle Contest is set for Oct. 
2. See page 8A.

Shovel ready

Community Hospital and parent company Montage 
Health have a workforce of about 3,250, including medi-
cal staff, which means the hospital estimates it could lose 
about 80 employees who might quit or would be fired for 
refusing to get vaccinated. 

‘Imperative’
The mandate — which the heads of the county’s four 

hospitals supported in an Aug. 30 press release — is in-
tended to protect patients, staff, families and others.

“We are grateful for the dedicated service provided by 
all of our staff; however, it is imperative that 100 percent 
of our staff working at our facilities after Oct. 1 are ful-
ly vaccinated to ensure the highest level of protection of 
our patients, our workers and our community,” Montage 

Hospitals face losses due to vax requirement
By KELLY NIX

COMMUNITY HOSPITAL of the Monterey Peninsu-
la could lose dozens of employees who refuse to follow a 
California Department of Public Health mandate for hospi-
tal workers to be inoculated against Covid-19 by Sept. 30.

Under an order issued in August, healthcare workers 
in California are required to get vaccinated against the 
disease unless they have “valid authorized religious or 
medical exemptions.” Those workers would be tested once 
or twice a week for coronavirus. The mandate applies to 
workers at Community Hospital, Salinas Valley Memori-
al Healthcare System, Natividad Medical Center and Mee 
Memorial Hospital.

Fewer than 100
“Our hope is that we will not lose any of our employees, 

but we believe it will be less than 2.5 percent who will be 
leaving our workforce as a result of the mandate,” Com-
munity Hospital spokeswoman Monica Sciuto told The 
Pine Cone Thursday.

See JAIL page 16A

Carmel Valley chamber 
says it will shut down 

By CHRIS COUNTS

DEDICATED TO promoting tourism and business in 
the Monterey Peninsula’s sunniest community, the Carmel 
Valley Chamber of Commerce surprised many this week 
when it announced it would cease operations by Dec. 31.

The announcement cited lack of  “financial sustainabil-
ity” and “overall strained resources” as the basis for the 
decision.

But before the group can be dissolved, its members will 
need to sign off on the decision. The vote closes Oct. 6. 

“As stated in the chamber’s bylaws, a majority vote of 
its dues-paying members in favor of the dissolution must 
be achieved in order for us to move forward,” the group 
reported.

See CHAMBER page 24A

Inmate Covid cases 
continue to climb

By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER REPORTING early last week that 30 inmates 
in Monterey County Jail had tested positive for Covid 
during the previous two weeks — and seeing that number 
swell to 130 by Sept. 16 — the county sheriff’s office re-
ported that as of Wednesday night, 186 inmates have the 
virus, and three are being treated in the hospital.

The total number of active cases is down eight from 
Monday, though it’s unknown whether that’s because they 
recovered or were released from custody.

Deputies steady
Monterey County Sheriff’s Cmdr. Derrel Simpson said 

the number of deputies infected remained steady at 17 
this week and that the number of vendors was the same, 
as well.

The sheriff’s office began posting data collected since 
Sept. 1, including infection and testing rates, on its web-
site, but the information only pertains to people in cus-

See LOSSES page 25A


