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Growing up is getting back on track

High school sports are back in a big way, and for the lucky members of the CHS cross-country team, that means the return of Friday 
practices amid the idyllic surroundings of Carmel Beach. See Dennis Taylor’s column on page 29A.
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County extends 
vaccination 
deadline
n But CHOMP to lose two docs 
and as many as 35 nurses  

By KELLY NIX

MONTEREY COUNTY’S administrative officer 
Tuesday afternoon unexpectedly extended the deadline for 
Monterey County’s roughly 5,000 workers to get vacci-
nated against Covid-19 for another month, backing down 
from a Sept. 30 immunization target set by county super-
visors.

On Tuesday afternoon during the board of supervisors 
meeting, Charles McKee announced that he would allow 
more time for county workers — of which 85 percent have 
been vaccinated — to be immunized. Employees will now 
have until Oct. 31 to get the shot. 

McKee said he could extend the deadline without the 
supervisors’ consent because of the powers he has under 
Monterey County’s pandemic emergency declaration.

“It’s something we know is important for the commu-
nity,” McKee told the supervisors, regarding getting vacci-
nated against the disease. “Part of the responsibility of be-
ing a member of this society is to do what is right for all.”

Numbers improving
While most county employees will be required to com-

ply with the new Oct. 31 deadline, healthcare workers and 
others in certain types of jobs were mandated to comply 
with a Sept. 30 deadline set by the state Department of 
Public Health to get immunized. 

“We want to encourage everyone to be vaccinated, en-
courage people to come into compliance,” McKee said.

The county last week reported that 20 percent, or one-
fifth of the county’s workforce, which amounts to about 

In a Wednesday hearing on Capitol Hill, Rep. Jimmy Panetta asks 
top military leaders about the botched withdrawal from Afghani-
stan after 20 years of war in the country. 

Panetta questions military leaders at House hearing
By KELLY NIX

THE MILITARY’S top brass agreed with Democratic 
Rep. Jimmy Panetta Wednesday that corruption in Afghan-
istan played a major role in the rapid collapse of its gov-
ernment and the surrender of its military shortly before the 
United States’ violent withdrawal from the country.

During the second day of congressional hearings on 
Capitol Hill in which lawmakers on both sides grilled 
military leaders about the pullout — which resulted in the 
deaths of 13 U.S. service members and dozens of Afghans 
— Panetta addressed Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, 
Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman Gen. Mark Milley and the 
head of U.S. Central Command, Gen. Frank McKenzie.

Sept. 29 meeting. “Every comment that we’ve received, 
every letter, has been respectful and collaborative, even if 
there’s a disagreement.”

Senior planner Marnie Waffle offered an extensive pre-
sentation and drafted a 20-page report articulating why the 
planning commission should approve Verizon’s applica-
tion and countering the opposing points submitted by res-
idents. Although the code says wireless installations in the 
public right of way should be “discouraged” in the multi-
family-residential district — which is La Playa’s zoning 
— Waffle said they are “not prohibited.”

In August, commissioners considered the proposal, 
which would increase a PG&E pole’s height to 51 feet, in-
cluding a 4-and-a-half-foot-tall antenna and various pieces 
of equipment, and decided to give Verizon more time to 
make it less ugly and the neighbors more time to weigh in.

Overloaded network
In response, the company submitted a couple of alter-

natives that would have all the equipment — including bat-
tery backups and fans to keep them cool — on the ground 
next to the pole and either shielded by fencing or painted 
to reduce the visual impacts. Waffle favored the option that 
called for a 6-foot grape-stake fence shielding a 13-foot-
wide, nearly 4-foot-deep area around the pole, with land-
scaping around it.

Verizon officials have said they need the new antenna 
because Carmel is served by a tower on a mountaintop 3 
miles south that was installed in the 1980s and can’t han-
dle modern demand for cellular phone calls, messaging 
and web browsing. Engineer Dewayne Bonham said the 
site can’t be upgraded, either, because the higher frequen-
cies now used for cellular coverage and data don’t travel as 
far from their source.

“We’re quite concerned the network is overloading 
during special events such as Car Week, and very con-
cerned that should there be a fire in Carmel, that we will 
not have the resources available to you as a community to 

Verizon cell tower gets very bad reception
n Commissioners reject unanimously

By MARY SCHLEY

A CELL tower and other equipment Verizon Wire-
less wants to install on a power pole on Carmelo south of 
Eighth near La Playa Hotel would negatively impact the 
neighborhood, violate city codes and look bad, planning 
commissioners said when they unanimously denied the 
tech giant’s application at a special meeting Wednesday 
night.

The decision followed hours of testimony from res-
idents who opposed the idea on grounds ranging from 
property devaluation and aesthetics to noise and the pos-
sibly negative health impacts from radio waves. They also 
sent hundreds of pages of email and dozens of postcards 
asking commissioners to deny the application, and many 
of them organized under a new group called Stop Cell 
Towers in Carmel Neighborhoods.

“We are thankful and impressed with the public partici-
pation on this. This is a very serious topic, and the level of 
participation and organization is just wonderful,” planning 
director Brandon Swanson said at the beginning of the 

See VERIZON page 21A

See MILITARY page 20A

Supes finalize ordinance 
requiring face masks

By KELLY NIX

CITIZENS WILL be required to cover their faces in 
all indoor spaces if the coronavirus transmission rates be-
come high in Monterey County, according to county su-
pervisors, who voted 3-2 to finalize a countywide mask 
ordinance Tuesday afternoon. 

The mask law will go into effect Oct. 29, but only if the 
county is experiencing “high” or “substantial” Covid-19 
rates as determined by the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. 

If the rates move into the higher category after the ordi-
nance’s effective date, the mask rule would go into effect 
seven days later, according to the county.

See DEADLINE page 16A

See MASKS page 27A

City struggling 
to replaCe workers

By MARY SCHLEY

FIFTEEN MONTHS after laying off five full-time 
workers and 15 part-timers because of the pandemic, and 
more than three months after starting to get back on track 
by filling 10 positions, city officials are still pleading for 
patience from the public while they work to get city ser-
vices back to normal.

In his weekly video message Friday, city administra-
tor Chip Rerig implored the public to be patient with city 
workers, considering staffing problems continue — as they 
do in the private sector, as well — and employees might 
take longer than usual to get back to people.

“Please be patient with the staff,” he said, who are “try-
ing their best.”

He said efforts are underway to fill the positions lost in 
the cuts, as well as replace people who have left, including 
police officers and city clerk Britt Avrit.

New employees
While asking for understanding from the public, he 

also said progress has been made on at least one of the 
hiring fronts. The police department hired two new dis-
patchers, and officer Brian Liddy reported for work Sept. 
1 after being at Salinas P.D. for five months. His parents 
worked for at the Los Angeles Police Department, so he’s 
from a law-enforcement family, and he has an associ-

See WORKERS page 27A


