
T r u s T e d  b y  l o c a l s  a n d  l o v e d  b y  v i s i T o r s  s i n c e  1 9 1 5

The  Carmel  Pine  Cone
Volume 107  No. 46 www.carmelpinecone.com  November 12-18, 2021

Attention readers: Don’t forget that you can have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your tablet, laptop, PC or phone — with no banner ads, 
popups, click bait or paywalls. We also don’t harvest your data or make you create an account or password. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com.                                    

Lyla Hernandez of Carmel Valley gets her first vaccine dose Mon-
day from Jeffrey Hernandez, a supervising nurse for Natividad 
Medical Center’s emergency department.
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Caltrans erecting power poles along Highway 1 in Big Sur. The poles are 
needed to supply electricity for repairs to two major bridges.
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the ones that span Garrapata Creek and Granite Canyon. 
The power is needed by a contractor to repair the bridges, 
which are suffering from corrosion and are reaching the 
ends of their lifespans. Kevin Drabinski of Caltrans said 
the work is expected to be completed in August 2023, and 
the poles will be needed until it’s done.

The state roads agency has determined that the bridges, 
which were built in 1931, are suffering “active corrosion 
of the steel reinforcement due to the presence of chlorides 

in the concrete, which cause degradation of the 
structural concrete elements.” 

“If not abated, the bridges will require re-
placement in the near future,” a press release 
about the work says.

Installation turns heads
To extend the lifespans of both bridges, a con-

tractor will apply what’s called an “electrochem-
ical chloride extraction process” — basically, 
using electricity to remove the chloride from the 
concrete. 

“The treatment will restore the bridge health 
and extend the bridge life by halting the active 
corrosion of the steel reinforcement through re-
moval of the chloride ions,” said Caltrans, which 
noted that work at Garrapata Bridge alone will 
cost about $13.5 million.

The poles have caught the attention of locals 
and visitors.

“Everybody was shocked when they went 

Power poles pop up in Big Sur — but not forever
By CHRIS COUNTS

IN A place where unobstructed coastal views are treat-
ed with great reverence, the recent installation of power 
poles at two sites in Big Sur — on the coastal side of High-
way 1, no less — has some sounding an alarm.

The poles won’t be there forever, but they could be 
there for a while. 

They’re being used to bring electricity to two bridges — 

See POLES page 10A

Hundreds of 
under-12s getting 
vaccinated

By KELLY NIX

THE CAMPAIGN to vaccinate kids 5 to 11 against 
Covid-19 is underway in Monterey County, where hospital 
officials say there is a lot of enthusiasm by parents to get 
their children immunized. 

There are about 43,000 children from 5 to 11 years old 
in the county, and hundreds of them received their first 
dose of the Pfizer vaccine several days ago, with hundreds 
more expected to get inoculated this weekend. 

County-owned Natividad Medical Center had a good 
turnout this week and expects to vaccinate many more 
children next week.

“We vaccinated about 200 kids on Monday,” Natividad 
Medical Center spokeswoman Hillary Fish told The Pine 
Cone. “The next Covid-19 vaccination clinic for kids 5 to 
11 is scheduled for Tuesday from 4 to 7 p.m. and appoint-
ments are available at myturn.gov.”

Monterey County Health Officer Dr. Ed Moreno said 

ences were so bad that they would never return to the city.
Despite the planning commission’s approval Wednes-

day night, commissioners were clear that if Carmel Bou-
tique stepped out of line and its salespeople exhibited be-
havior like those of the previous skincare businesses, the 
city could revoke the permit.

‘Terrible history’
“This type of business has a terrible history, and I want 

the applicant to understand this is a conditional use per-
mit,” chair Michael LePage explained. “We can review this 
business at any time based upon violations or complaints.”

LePage also cautioned Chen about high-pressure sales 
tactics and hawking products outside the shop.

“I might sound harsh, but I want to be harsh,” he went 
on to say. “This is a warning. We don’t want that type 
of business in our community. Carmel should be a won-
derful experience for visitors and its residents, not some 

high-pressure carnival-barking type of atmo-
sphere.”

Skincare Shop getS ok but iS told to behave
By KELLY NIX

DESPITE PERPETUAL complaints from custom-
ers about the way skincare businesses operate in Carmel, 
the planning commission this week OK’d a new store on 
Ocean northeast of Dolores.

The commission voted 4-0 Wednesday to issue a use 
permit to business owner Erez Chen, whose Carmel Bou-
tique is in a location that’s had several prior skincare busi-
nesses. Commissioner Christopher Bolton was absent 
from the meeting.

‘Not everyone happy’
The commission’s approval comes two weeks after Car-

mel Chamber of Commerce CEO Jenny MacMurdo said 
the organization has received dozens of complaints since 
2016 from former customers of skincare stores in Carmel. 
In fact, nine of the disgruntled customers said their experi-

See SKINCARE page 9A

When you live in a monastic community more than 1,000 feet above sea 
level, out of range of cell phones and the internet, you tell time a little differ-
ently — but even old-school systems need upgrades. See page 3A.
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Welcoming a new arrival
Details emerge about shuttle to Point Lobos

By CHRIS COUNTS

CALIFORNIA STATE Parks wants to know 
what you think about a plan to establish a shuttle 
service that would take visitors from the Crossroads 
to Point Lobos and other nearby hiking destinations 
— and the deadline for sending comments is Nov. 
19.

The shuttle system has emerged as a response to 
overuse at Point Lobos, where the entrance along 
Highway 1 has turned into a hot spot for traffic con-
gestion, especially on weekends.

The program, which also would establish a reser-
vation system, is called Park It!

The plan starts with a shuttle stop at Marathon 
Flats, a 1.4-acre strip of publicly owned land that 
fronts Highway 1 just west of The Crossroads shop-
ping center (it gets its name because it has long 
served as the finish line for the Big Sur Marathon). 
The stop would include 100 parking spaces and a 

restroom, and besides taking visitors to Point Lo-
bos, the shuttle would transport them to Palo Corona 
park’s main entrance on Carmel Valley Road. 

An online reservation system would be set “to 
address the rapid, unsustainable visitation growth at 
Point Lobos,” according to the plan. “To enter Point 
Lobos, all visitors other than State Parks staff, Point 
Lobos Foundation staff, and docents on duty will 
need a reservation” — not only to enter Point Lobos 
or Palo Corona, but to park.

Too many people
The overuse of Point Lobos, with more than 

600,000 visitors a year and the traffic problems they 
create, has led many to support the shuttle system 
idea. The general plan for Point Lobos that was ad-
opted in 1979 set a cap on visitors, but it was never 
enforced. When the plan was recently updated, the 
cap was removed.

See SHUTTLE page 9A

See VIRUS page 18A

FINANCIAL SERVICES
O N  T H E  P E N I N S U L A

The fascinating story of a local banker, how to manage your 
real estate assets, and financial planning advice from a pro 
… inside this week!


