HEALTHYLifestyles

Giving thanks for those who help others and
healthy ways to use up leftovers … Inside this week!
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Pastor purchases Rocky Point for $8 million
By MARY SCHLEY

M

ONACO BUSINESSMAN Patrice Pastor this week
bought the iconic Rocky Point restaurant along with three
attached apartments for $8 million. The 2.5-acre coastal
property about 2 miles north of the Bixby Bridge is Pastor’s first acquisition outside the City of Carmel-by-theSea, where he holds a number of commercial and residential properties.
“I’m really happy we had the opportunity to acquire this fantastic property,” said Christopher Mitchell, managing director of Pastor’s local company, Esperanza Carmel. “I am completely in love with the
location.”
Winding road
In the late 19th century, the area, known as Notley’s Landing, was a shipping point for supplies in and
out of Big Sur. Rocky Point was established as a lunch
spot in 1947, and the property has seen several owners
over the years, including Peter and Grace Wang, who
bought it in December 2012 for $4,550,000. After Peter Wang died in May 2020, he left it to his daughter,
Amy Wang, according to Michele Altman, the local
Sotheby’s realtor who represented her.
“She had little inclination or expertise to continue
to run Rocky Point, so she figured it should be sold,”
Altman said. Wang enlisted Olivia Hsu Decker, who

owns more than two dozen San Francisco-area Sotheby’s
offices — to help, and Decker asked Altman, her longtime
friend and colleague, to be the local contact.
The deal took nearly a year to complete, due to the
uniqueness of the property and having to deal with the
See ROCKY page 13A
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Rocky Point now belongs to Patrice Pastor, who has pledged to revitalize the property and restore public access.

Vandal hit with 10 felonies, due in court Friday
By MARY SCHLEY

T

HE NAPA man who spray-painted and drew his
“KRMA” tag on buildings, railings and other public and
private property during a downtown vandalism spree early
Oct. 23 has been charged with 10 felonies and is set to be
arraigned in a Salinas courtroom Nov. 19.
Gabriel Walker, 27, was in town for a friend’s wedding
when he decided to go on the late-night binge after he and
his brother had drinks at Barmel, and his brother returned
to the hotel to go to sleep, according to police. Numerous
downtown business owners and others provided surveillance videos that enabled the officers to piece together
what had occurred and identify the suspect.
A DMV photo matched the image of the vandal on the
video, and with Walker’s name and date of birth known,
Carmel P.D.’s records department subsequently conducted
an extensive search and discovered Walker was on probation for DUI.

On Nov. 1, three CPD officers went to Napa and
watched his house until he showed up. Inside, they found
the clothing he was wearing in Carmel, notebooks with the
same KRMA letters, spray paint and paint pens. They arrested Walker — who told them his occupation was “beat
boxer” — and brought him to Monterey County Jail, from
which he later posted bail. (Napa authorities are conducting their own investigation for the significant amounts of
marijuana and psilocybin mushrooms the officers also
found in his home.)
On walls, car
According to the complaint filed against
him Nov. 10 by the Monterey County District
Attorney’s Office, Walker is being charged
with 10 counts of felony vandalism. It details
the location and the costs for each, including
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Mask mandate paused,
county board to revisit
issue in December
By KELLY NIX

C

ITING UNCLEAR and confusing Covid-19 data
provided by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, the Monterey County Board of Supervisors this
week decided to immediately suspend an indoor mask
mandate that went into effect just two weeks ago.
The decision was made after 5th District Monterey
County Supervisor Mary Adams, who originally voted for
the mask order, changed her position.
The board voted 3-2 Tuesday to pause the mask rule until at least Dec. 8, when county health officer Dr. Moreno
will inform the panel of the county’s Covid-19 metrics and
data. While the mask ordinance trigger had been tied to
coronavirus data from the CDC that turned out to be suspect, the supervisors could decide at the December meeting to use local county health department data — which
seems to be more accurate — instead.
“Some of the challenges in using that CDC data, as we
know, is that the origin of the input of that data is really
unclear,” county administrative officer Charles McKee explained to the board.
Questionable numbers
The Pine Cone for weeks has pointed out the often dramatic differences in the CDC’s weekly transmission rates
compared to data reported by the county health department and California Department of Public Health, which
are much closer in alignment. The CDC count of weekly new cases per 100,000 residents fluctuated wildly —
sometimes even doubling the number of cases reported at
the local and state levels.
While Adams Tuesday called wearing masks a simple
thing to do to “protect one another during the pandemic,”
she also said many of her constituents are very concerned
about the supervisors’ decision to use data from the CDC
as a trigger for the mandate instead of data from the MonSee MASKS page 15A

Melted Porsche on CVR

See VANDAL page 14A

MPC board in chaos amid racism charges
By KELLY NIX

T

HE CHAIRMAN of the Monterey Peninsula
College Board of Trustees responded this week to
growing concerns from the public and staff about

Rec trail stab suspect

A man described as a “transient” has been arrested in what
was apparently a random stabbing attack on the Monterey
Bay Recreation Trail See page 5A.

trustee infighting, unprofessional conduct and overall dysfunction of the panel.
Board chair Yuri Anderson, who represents Marina and Fort Ord, said “it’s challenging to look at
these results and see how we are being perceived
as a board by our community and by our campus.”
Relations are apparently so strained that a Black
member last month accused two White colleagues
of racism during a public meeting.
During an Oct. 20 MPC board meeting, trustee
Loren Steck provided an overview of the results of
a board of trustees’ performance evaluation survey
completed by members of the community, students,
faculty and administrators, all of whom were selected by the board to take part.
‘Unsettled’
The responses paint a picture of a board in chaos.
“Overall, I believe the current board can be described as a toxic, dysfunctional, humiliating disaster,” an unidentified administrator said in the survey.
“I do believe this board has lost its legitimacy,” a
woman told the board during the meeting.
Steck, who has served on the board since 2003,
characterized the results of the survey, in which 63
See BOARD page 12A

PHOTO/FACEBOOK

A PORSCHE was reduced to a melted hulk after it caught fire on Carmel Valley Road Sunday afternoon. Cal Fire arrived on scene and kept
the flames from spreading, but there wasn’t much left of the expensive car.
The incident happened in a turnout about 4 miles east of the intersection
with Tassajara Road. A local woman reported on social media that she
stopped after seeing the car on fire. There were two men in the car, who by
all accounts escaped injury.
“The back was engulfed when we saw them around 3:30 p.m.,” she
said. “We stopped to make sure no one was hurt and by the time we left,
the fire had already reached the driver seat.”
After speaking with one of the men, another resident described what
happened. “The gentleman who was driving said his engine shut off, but
he was able to coast to the turnout. The engine caught fire while he was
coasting,” the man said. “They got out of the car and it went up in flames
within seconds of parking it.”
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