
By PAUL MILLER

IF YOU take a drive along Tierra Grande Road, which
clings to a mountain above mid-Carmel Valley, you’ll see
expensive homes with flower-filled gardens and expansive
views of sun-splashed, oak-studded hills.

If your eyesight is good, you might also
catch a glimpse of a simple cross erected on top
of a distant hill. 

One Tierra Grande resident, when asked
about the cross, said, “It’s barely visible.”

Another said, “I can dimly see it, but only if
I really look.”
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Two more drown at ‘Mortuary Beach’

Big fuss over ‘barely visible’ cross

But the owner of the religious symbol, realtor Larry
Scholink, who is a devout Christian and erected the cross
on his 40 acres as a statement of his faith, has been the sub-

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A RUSH to rescue a teenage girl
caught in rough surf at Monastery
Beach Sunday left two people dead
and authorities wondering how best to
impress the dangers of the ocean on
visitors. 

Modesto residents Mark and
Jessica Darrough, father and daughter
aged 47 and 24, were members of a
church group that stopped to spend
time on the scenic stretch of sand
March 16.

But tragedy struck when another
of their group, a 13-year-old girl, was
hit by a wave and swept into the chop-
py waters whipped up by strong
winds.

“She was sitting on the sand hold-
ing her dog on a leash, and the wave
just came up and rolled her into the
water,” Dana Jones, state parks sector
superintendent for the Monterey area,
said witnesses reported. “A number of
people went into the ocean after her

— up to eight people were in the
water at one time, from what we’ve
been able to determine — and one
was able to pull her back in.” But by
then, some of the others were in seri-
ous trouble of their own.

Her rescuer was a Seaside man,
Noe Gomez, who was not a member
of the group. But Jessica Darrough
was caught in the surf, as was her
father, Mark, who apparently went in
after her. The other would-be rescuers
had all made it back to shore.

The high surf and winds compli-
cated efforts to rescue the pair. Even
before the call for help came in,
according to Cal Fire Battalion Chief
Dennis Carreiro, firefighters were
aware of the rough seas and already
knew they wouldn’t be able to use
their inflatable boat should a rescue
be needed — an observation Carreiro
confirmed when he arrived at
Monastery Beach.

STEELHEAD GROUP
SEEKS CRIMINAL
CHARGES AGAINST
CAL AM WATER

By KELLY NIX

A STATEWIDE conservation group is asking the State
Water Resources Control Board to prosecute officials with
California American Water Co. for the company’s overpump-
ing of the Carmel River. 

In a March 13 letter to an attorney for the SWRCB, Bob
Baiocchi, director of the
California Salmon and
Steelhead Association, said
the water company’s bosses
should face fines or jail time
for allegedly harming the
river’s population of steelhead
trout.

“Besides civil charges, we
believe that criminal charges
must also be recommended
for the board against officers
of the California American Water Company,” Baiocchi
wrote, not naming any Cal Am employees.

In the letter, Baiocchi, whose organization is based in
Graeagle, said Cal Am “willfully and knowingly” harmed
steelhead habitat by illegally diverting the river water, the
Monterey Peninsula’s primary supply. 

In 1995, most of Cal Am’s pumping from the Carmel
River, which had gone on for decades, was suddenly declared
to be illegal by the SWRCB. But the company was allowed to
continue pumping 80 percent of its usual supply while trying
to develop a replacement supply. Cal Am’s permits for a desal
plant and other new water projects are on hold with a differ-
ent state agency, the California Public Utilities Commission.
But the interim pumping from the Carmel River has gone on

No hunger or thirst in P.B.
as food, wine event debuts

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A TWO-ACRE tent has sprung from the ground at the
Pebble Beach Equestrian Center — one of many feats
accomplished as preparations for next weekend’s inaugural
Pebble Beach Food & Wine kick into high gear. 

Rob Weakley, who is organizing the elaborate extravagan-

LAFCO offers details
behind EIR requirement

By CHRIS COUNTS

WILL THE proposed Town of Carmel Valley impact the
environment by increasing traffic and requiring the construc-
tion of affordable housing? Or is incorporation simply an
administrative action with no physical consequences? 

A legal document filed this week in Monterey County
Superior Court — in preparation for an April 24 hearing that

Local activists
disavow call 
for stiff 
penalties

When viewed with the naked
eye, a cross on a hillside in
Tierra Grande can barely be
spotted. Even under magnifica-
tion, it is indistinct. But some-
body in the neighborhood is
harassing the owner — a devout
Christian — and trying to force
him to take the cross down.

Cause of engine 
trouble: It was on fire

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A RISING temperature gauge alerted the driver of a
plumbing truck something was amiss, and the flames
erupting from the engine compartment moments later
confirmed it. The fire that started under the hood
destroyed most of the 16-foot truck pulled over on
Carpenter Street east of Highway 1 shortly before 1:30
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Paramedics Adria Bixler (left) and Dave
Jedinak (right) work alongside firefighter
Brian Zander to resuscitate one of the peo-
ple pulled from the surf Sunday.
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