
See MARATHON page 21A See REUNION page 20A

See MOTH page 31A

In 2005, Claudia McCord walked 21 miles with the flu. But
she had plenty of support from her relations, including (from
left) dad Ray Price, sister Marla Dickinson, aunt Pinkie Price,
and brother-in-law Frank Dickinson. The family participates in
the Big Sur Marathon en masse every year.

Tatum Tollner (right) was the Bag Monster who lurked outside Lush Cosmetics on
Ocean Avenue last week, trying to convince passersby to surrender their plastic
shopping bags. The effort was a success, according to senior sales person
Bronwyn Caveney (left). See story on page 6A.
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A SPECIAL SECTION INSIDE

In celebration of the special day and to help make it perfect, see Spring Bride...inside this week!

Spring BrideSpring Bride

EVICTIONS FOR ILLEGAL RENTERS?
acknowledged that eliminating illegal homes
“could force both low- and moderate-income ten-
ants and owners to leave the community.” 

Larry Scholink, who rents out a six-unit apart-
ment complex on Pine Avenue, said the city

There’s a monster on the loose!
By KELLY NIX

OWNERS OF illegal rental units in Pacific
Grove could soon be told by city officials to shut
those units down — a move that could create a
housing crisis for the city’s low-income renters.

Last week, the P.G. City Council voted unani-
mously to crack down on about two dozen illegal
rental units — mostly converted garages and
guesthouses which are being rented out in single-
family neighborhoods.

And when the city has dealt with those, near-
ly 200 more units could be declared off limits,
forcing tenants to find somewhere else to live.

“We will start out by sending them letters,
telling [the property owners] they have a certain
amount of time to comply,” said P.G. City
Manager Jim Colangelo. And if owners of units
deemed to be illegal don’t kick out their renters,
the city could have the tenants evicted. 

The initial two dozen structures in question
were  the subject of complaints, Colangelo said
— usually because they’re in a neighborhood
where multiple units aren’t allowed. “Or they
might not have water credits, or they may not
have a sewer permit,” said Colangelo. “Or they
could be on lots too small to justify two units.”

The city cites public safety concerns, parking
issues and the unauthorized use of water as rea-
sons to enforce the law.

Councilman Scott Miller told The Pine Cone
it’s time the city took a hardline approach to ille-
gal granny units. “Here you have people on the
water waiting list for years and years and years,”
Miller said. He also said, “The water being used
for illegal units could more than compensate
every person in Pacific Grove on our water wait-
ing list,” but he did not explain how such water
transfers would work.

Although the city hasn’t said when it will
begin issuing notices to property owners of ille-
gal structures, Colangelo said once it does, own-
ers will have from 60 to 90 days to correct the
problem.

In the report released this month, the city

DECISION NEAR ON

INCORPORATION EIR
By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER LISTENING to attorneys repre-
senting friends and foes of Carmel Valley’s
proposed incorporation, Monterey County
Superior Court Judge Lydia Villarreal said
this week she would render a decision “soon”
on whether incorporation requires an envi-
ronmental impact report.

In a Monterey courtroom Thursday, attor-
ney Michael Stamp, representing the group
backing incorporation, argued that creating a
new city isn’t covered by the California
Environmental Quality Act.

“There is no ‘project’,” Stamp main-
tained. “There is no reason under the law for
an EIR.”

Meanwhile, attorney Richard Egger —
who is representing the Monterey County
Local Agency Formation Commission —
insisted incorporation would create more
traffic along Carmel Valley Road, thus trig-
gering the provisions of CEQA.

He also cited the need for the new city to
build affordable housing and the possibility
that the proposed town’s boundaries could be
changed as potential environmental impacts.

LAFCO was sued in March 2007 after a
vote by the agency the previous fall that
incorporation required an EIR.

Big Sur Marathon draws thousands for ‘weekend of fitness’
By MARY BROWNFIELD

SINCE ITS inaugural event in 1986 with 1,800 runners
trekking 26.2 miles up the grueling but spectacular Highway
1 to Carmel, the Big Sur International Marathon has grown
to encompass multiple races allowing almost 11,500 athletes
to savor a coastline more frequently experienced through car
windows.

And with the help of a couple thousand volunteers, musi-
cians performing along the course, traffic plans, car caravans
and a newly created comprehensive safety program, the races
set for April 27, as well as the April 26 Just Run Just Kids
3K, the April 26 Pasta Party and the April 25-26 Health &
Fitness Expo, should come off without a hitch, according to
organizers.

The “weekend of fitness” will begin at noon Friday, when
a free expo opens in the Monterey Conference Center.
Featuring almost 60 vendors selling high-tech athletic gad-
gets, clothing, shoes and sustenance, the event also includes
information from sponsors, charities and other races. 

On Saturday, the expo will also feature Olympian Jeff

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE FAMILY that sweats together, stays together.
So it is for Pacific Grove resident Claudia McCord,

known to most as the woman behind Cannery Row Antiques.
She and a gaggle of family members of all ages who live all
over the place compete in the annual Big Sur International
Marathon and related events every year. This Sunday, April
27, will be no exception. “It’s just become the thing that we
all do the last weekend in April every year,” she said.

The fun began in 1994, when her uncle, Bob, who retired
at age 50 and lives in Southern California, decided to run the
marathon known as one of the most scenic, and most diffi-
cult, in the nation.

“So I suggested to my Aunt Pinkie, ‘Why don’t we do one
of the walks?’” McCord said, and a tradition was launched.

Over the years, the group has grown and the achievements

Judge halts apple moth spraying 
By KELLY NIX

RESPONDING TO a lawsuit from
the City and County of Santa Cruz, a
judge ruled Thursday the California
Department of Food and Agriculture
cannot continue aerial spraying to com-
bat the light brown apple moth until an
environmental review is completed.

The ruling came as Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger announced a delay in
any further spraying until Aug. 17.

Thursday’s ruling, made by Judge
Paul Burdick, is a victory for opponents

of the state’s aerial effort to eradicate the
insect, which the CDFA contends could
cause hundreds of millions of dollars in
agriculture damage.

“Judge Burdick appropriately focused
on the CDFA-confirmed fact that there is
no evidence of LBAM-caused crop dam-
age in the State of California,” said
Assemblyman John Laird in a written
statement after the ruling.

A similar lawsuit in Monterey County
was unsuccessful last fall.

Reunion on the race course

See EVICT page 15A


