
By CHRIS COUNTS

PROPONENTS OF creating a Town of Carmel Valley
were elated this week by a court decision that swept aside
state environmental laws standing in the way of putting the
incorporation issue before voters.

And the chairman of the Local Agency Formation
Commission conceded there might not be an appeal of the
wide-ranging decision, which
was issued May 2.

“The substitution of one
governmental body for anoth-
er by way of the incorporation
process does not trigger envi-
ronmental review,” said
Monterey County Superior
Court Judge Lydia Villarreal.
Furthermore, “there is no
substantial evidence” that cre-
ating a town will have “any potential effect on the physical
environment.”

Villarreal’s decision sets the stage for an election on the
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By KELLY NIX

LAUREL GAYLORD is part Doctor Dolittle and
part Pied Piper. 

Though she isn’t a doctor and doesn’t play the flute,
animals love her. And it’s a good thing they do, because
Gaylord helps administer the sometimes difficult post-
veterinarian followup treatments necessary for dogs and
cats on the mend.

“Sometimes the owners think they are being the bad
guy holding their pet down for shots,” said Gaylord,
owner of Prescribed Pet Care Services. “But if they
don’t, the animal’s health can continue to fail.”

An artist and owner of Studio Lolo in Pacific Grove,
Gaylord began the business as a way of making a little
extra money while also allowing her to help animals.

“I thought of it because a lot of people have animals
that are discharged from the vet that are very ill,” she
said. “Plus, I missed being with animals. I left the vet
field to do my art and I thought, ‘How can I help ani-
mals in a way that isn’t a full-time job?’”

The artist spent more than 20 years as a veterinary
technician, making her more than qualified to perform pro-
cedures that would normally be left to pet owners. 

Gaylord also offers therapeutic massage, physical ther-
apy, subcutaneous fluid therapy, post-surgical care, ban-
dage changes, and a shuttle service to and from vet
appointments.

Three veterinarians on the Peninsula who, after treating
an animal, refer their clients to Gaylord if they need help See PETS page 11A

See GARAGE page 7A See DECISION page 7A

See BALLOT page 27A
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Laurel Gaylord, a visiting nurse for pets, treats Zuby, a 20-year-
old cat with kidney problems.

Artist is also a visiting nurse for pets 

with aftercare.
“I only do what is prescribed by the vet,” Gaylord said. 
This week, Gaylord tended to Zuby, a 20-year-old

female cat with kidney disease. Every other day, she treats
Zuby with subcutaneous fluids for her condition.

Lovingly holding the elderly feline, Gaylord gently

BUYERS PLAN TO RESTORE BUTTERFLY HOUSE
By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE BUSINESS partners who bought
the landmark Butterfly House on Carmel
Point for $9.3 million plan to
restore it, not demolish it, prin-
cipal Joseph Walter said last
week after hearing residents
were worried about the home’s
fate.

“A number of people were
concerned we were going to
bulldoze the house,” said
Walter, the group’s lead part-
ner. Walter is based in Seattle,
Wash., but owns property on
the Monterey Peninsula,
including a lot near the
Butterfly House, and has a

daughter in school at Santa Catalina.
Designed and built more than a half cen-

Council: Pine Inn underground parking plan has merit
By MARY BROWNFIELD

AN AMBITIOUS proposal to build a 100-car under-
ground garage in downtown Carmel deserves further study,
the city council decided Tuesday. But the legal, environmen-
tal and monetary hurdles it faces may be insurmountable.

Hired by Pine Inn owner Richard Gunner, architect John
Thodos submitted rough plans calling for excavating the
inn’s parking lot at Monte Verde and Sixth and the two south-
ern lots of First Murphy Park, digging up Sixth Avenue
between Lincoln and Monte Verde, building a subterranean
garage in all those areas, constructing a private aboveground
parking structure on the Pine Inn lot, moving five hotel
rooms to a second story above the private garage so existing
rooms may be expanded, constructing affordable housing,
rebuilding Sixth Avenue and restoring First Murphy Park on
top of the underground garage.

Pine Inn guests and employees would use some of the
parking, while the public could take up the rest.

“This project assumes city participation by allocating land
under First Murphy Park, authorizing use of the right of way,
approving encroachments and providing some of the fund-
ing,” planning services manager Brian Roseth said in his staff
report May 6. Removing and replacing all the infrastructure
underlying Sixth Avenue, including the sewer line, would be
costly.

The project would also require amending the city’s gener-
al plan, zoning code and local coastal program in several
areas:

■ The inn’s parking lot is zoned for residential use, and a
1967 voter initiative prohibits building more hotel rooms in
residential districts. The general plan also prohibits “up-zon-

Getting rid of granny units isn’t easy
■ Relocation costs may
have to be paid by city

By KELLY NIX

BEFORE PACIFIC Grove begins
cracking down on illegal housing in the
city, it will come up with a policy on how
to enforce the law, the city council decided
this week.

Council members voted unanimously
Wednesday to ask the city’s staff to draw
up plans on just how it would shut down
two dozen illegal rental units — the sub-
ject of complaints — while avoiding sticky
legal problems.

“There are provisions of state law and

federal law that provide very detailed,
mind-numbing regulations that govern
[enforcement],” said city attorney David
Laredo.

Wednesday’s meeting continued the dis-
cussion from April 16, when the council
voted to direct city staff to shut down two
dozen units that don’t meet city building
and zoning requirements. Hundreds more
could eventually be shut down and their
tenants evicted.

The city cites public safety concerns,
parking issues and the unauthorized use of
water as reasons for getting rid of the ille-
gal units, which are mostly converted

See GRANNIES page 12A
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Scenic Road’s Butterfly House sold to a partnership for $9.3 mil-
lion and is due for renovation, according to its new owners.

See BUTTERFLY page 10A

LePage, supporters
won’t challenge
election in court

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE LOSING candidate, Michael LePage, would have
been elected to the Carmel City Council last month had the
ballot instructed people to “vote for no more than two,”
rather than the erroneous “vote for two,” according to Vinz
Koller, chair of the Monterey County Democratic Central
Committee.

But LePage and his supporters have decided not to contest
the election in court.

“We feel very conclusively that the ballot design did sway
the election, and the winner should have been Michael
LePage,” Koller told The Pine Cone Thursday, because con-
fused voters believed they had to choose two, when they

Judge: Incorporation has
no effect on environment
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