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Residents flee as blaze sweeps into Big Sur Valley
By CHRIS COUNTS

A

S A blazing wildfire continued to scorch
Big Sur’s woodlands, grasslands and chaparral,
and weary firefighters prepared to defend the
Ventana Inn from encroaching flames, hundreds
of residents nervously packed their pets and
valuables before fleeing their homes.
An evacuation of the entire coast, from Palo
Colorado Canyon to Limekiln State Park, was
ordered Wednesday morning.
The evacuation order came as the Basin
Complex Fire expanded to the north — reaching
Andrew Molera State Park and threatening
homes on a ridge across from the Big Sur River
Inn. It also moved aggressively toward the south,
burning three homes just above the Ventana Inn.
And fire officials feared it would jump
Highway 1.
“I never thought we’d see this day,” conceded
Frank Pinney, Big Sur Volunteer Fire Brigade
chief, addressing a crowd of residents assembled
at Carmel Middle School Wednesday evening.
“Welcome to Big Sur North.”
Soon after he spoke, the fire swept down
from the Coast Ridge and burned the homes,
including the longtime residence of retired supe-

(Above) As the Basin Complex Fire grew early in the
week, it came very near employee housing at
Deetjen’s Big Sur Inn. (Near left) Two goats
belonging to Big Sur resident Peggy Taylor wait to
be evacuated Wednesday. (Far left) The fire rages
in the mountains high above Big Sur Valley. (Below
left) Big Sur resident Dale Diesel works Wednesday
to clear fire hazards from his Pfeiffer Ridge home.
(Below center) Big Sur resident Tim Templeton displays shards of abalone shells uncovered by the fire
at the site of the historic Grimes homestead. The
shells were left by seafood-loving Native Americans
who inhabited Big Sur long before European settlers
arrived. (Below right) In an effort to keep the fire
from spreading into Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park, fire
retardant is dropped from the air on a flank of Mt.
Manuel.

See FIRES page 24A

Lauded, vilified
city manager quits
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By KELLY NIX

J

IM COLANGELO, the Pacific Grove
city manager who has been both praised
and criticized for his efforts to deal with
the financially sinking city, announced this
week he is resigning.
Colangelo, who took the job in July
2005, is planning to leave Dec. 19. He
announced his resignation to city council
members during a closed session
Wednesday.

See RESIGN page 14A

Charges finally brought in two C.V. murders
By MARY BROWNFIELD

A

DISTRICT attorney from El Dorado County plans to
charge a convicted murderer with killing two girls in a
remote area of Upper Carmel Valley 27 years ago. Joseph
Nissensohn, who recently served 17 years in prison for a
grisly stabbing in Washington state, also stands accused of
murdering a teen in South Lake Tahoe in 1989.
Nissensohn, now 57, killed two runaways, 14-year-old
Tanya Jones and 13-year-old Tammy Lynn Jarschke, in 1981
after they met him and another man at a Denny’s restaurant
in Monterey, according to district attorney Dale Gomes.
Their decomposed bodies were found a couple of months
later in the Chews Ridge area by men clearing downed trees.
“They approached one of the trees they were going to
work on,” Gomes said. “The girl had been hung by the neck
from an electrical cord.” The other girl’s body was found
underneath some brush about 40 feet away.
Investigators identified Nissensohn as the prime suspect

soon after, according to Gomes.
“He was even brought in and questioned by the authorities
in ’81, as were people he associated with,” he said.
“He and a friend of his were the last people to be seen
with these girls when they were alive,” and his car was found
stranded nearby.
When asked why no charges were brought at the time,
Gomes said he did not know.
“There’s a lot of evidence tied to these girls,” Gomes said.
“The Monterey County case against him is pretty strong.”
Another murder
Eight years after the gruesome murders in Carmel Valley,
Nissensohn allegedly killed Kathy Graves, a 15-year-old girl
he and his then-girlfriend had befriended and smoked marijuana with, eight years later. Graves was murdered near Lake
Tahoe.

New face at Bach Fest
Opening night is
two weeks away and
musicians are
en route from around
the world for the
2008 Carmel Bach
Festival. Also just
arrived is Camille
Kolles, the festival’s
new executive director. See the story on
page 15A.
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