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By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE CARMEL Sands Lodge at San Carlos and
Fifth “might as well be in Fresno,” architect Eric Miller
told the planning commission last week, since its build-
ing style “can be found anywhere in California.” But a
new hotel proposed in its place would be a much better
fit for Carmel, the architect said. Miller and David How,
a partner in a Pacific Grove investment group behind the
project, presented preliminary plans to the commission
Aug. 13.

Planning and building services manager Sean Conroy
described the proposal to demolish the three buildings
that house Carmel Sands’ 42 rooms and the 120-seat
Kurt’s Carmel Chop House restaurant, and replace them
with a 58-room hotel, a small tapas bar, a day spa and a
76-space underground parking garage. The upscale
hotel, designed in a Mediterranean style, would include
a public street-to-street walkway and an interior court-
yard. The pool would be removed, as would all the sur-
face parking.

The new hotel would total 47,597 square feet, com-
pared with Carmel Sands’ 20,780 square feet.

How said the site has sufficient water to support the
16 additional hotel rooms, though the number in town is
capped at 948 and none have been vacated by other
hotels since the Forest Lodge was approved for condo-
miniums in 2006. Those rooms were transferred to Casa
de Carmel and the Carmel Country Inn. 

How said he is researching options for getting more
rooms and said he hopes the city will approve his project
on the condition he obtain the 16 additional units before
construction begins. 

Size-limit struggles
In his report, Conroy said the Carmel Sands Lodge

was constructed in the 1950s and does not “contribute
significantly to the character of the downtown area,”
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Pfeiffer Beach is one of the nation’s most scenic coastal spots, and Deer
Canyon, at the left of photo, is a popular destination for late-night visitors. But
officials and residents say they often light potentially dangerous campfires.

Get your complete Carmel Pine Cone every Thursday evening in convenient pdf format via email. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com.

CHS 2008 GRAD BIDS FOR SEAT ON SCHOOL BOARD
By MARY BROWNFIELD

HE DOESN’T have any kids in
Carmel Unified School District
schools — but he very recently was
one. Kyle Macdonald, 18, graduated
from Carmel High School in June
and wants to replace Howard Given,
whose resignation took effect Friday,
on the board of education.

“Since about January of this year,
there have been people coming up to
me and urging me to run,” explained
Macdonald, who was Associated
Student Body president during his
senior year and represented students
on the board in that role. “And I
finally decided, with a position com-
ing open with Howard Given leaving,
that I would like to apply for the posi-
tion.”

The district is seeking candidates
to finish Given’s term, which will end
after the November 2009 election.
The application deadline is Sept. 3,
and the four remaining board mem-
bers are set to interview candidates

Sept. 9.
Macdonald confirmed he meets all

the necessary criteria for applying:
He is at least 18 years old, lives with-
in the district, is a registered voter,
and has not been disqualified by the
Constitution or law from holding
public office.

“I’ve lived in this district my entire
life and have gone to Carmel schools,
from Carmelo all the way through
Carmel High,” he said, adding that his
year as ASB president provided expe-
rience with the board’s inner work-
ings.

“I really did enjoy being on the
board,” he said. “The fact the students
would elect me to represent their
views was a tremendous honor.”

But that tie does not mean that as a
board member, he would push the
ideals of high-school students,
according to Macdonald. Rather, he
would focus on what is best for all
students, each school and the district,

Four-star hotel 
planned to replace 
outdated motel

Feds warned illegal beach fires could lead to disaster
By CHRIS COUNTS

SHADED BY cypress trees and located adjacent
to picturesque Pfeiffer Beach, Deer Canyon seems
like a benevolent place. 

Yet Big Sur residents believe that an illegal camp-
fire in the canyon could be the spark that sets off the
next devastating wildfire.

Owned the U.S. Forest Service and managed by a
private company based in Morro Bay, Pfeiffer Beach
has long been a popular late-night destination for
locals and tourists, even though it officially closes
after sunset. But in the wake of this summer’s Basin
Complex Fire — which burned more than 160,000
acres and destroyed 26 homes — a growing number
of residents and officials are worried the campfires
could lead to disaster.

Belinda Shoemaker, who lives on a ridge directly
above the beach, said Deer Canyon is so popular with
illegal campers and nighttime revelers that she refers
to it as a “village.”

“I walk early in the morning and am frequently
greeted by sleepy-eyed campers,” Shoemaker report-

Defense attorney:
My client is a 
pothead, but not 
an arsonist

By MARY BROWNFIELD

IS LANCE Oliver Scott a firebug whose obses-
sion escalated to the point where he was setting
blazes along roads in Jacks Peak within days and
yards of each other? Or is he a nature-loving out-
doorsman who prefers taking the scenic route and
tending marijuana gardens growing on other people’s
property? A jury will decide that question in a trial
that began in Monterey County Superior Court Judge
Terrance Duncan’s Salinas courtroom this week.

Scott, a Carmel Woods resident, was arrested a
year ago following an extensive investigation and sur-
veillance by Cal Fire officers, with assistance from
the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office. The district
attorney’s office charged him with setting 11 fires in
the Jacks Peak area in July, September and October of
2006, and in March, July and August of 2007, as well
as with growing marijuana for sale. He has been in
Monterey County Jail ever since.

After almost two full days of jury selection, the
trial began late Wednesday afternoon with Monterey
County Deputy District Attorney Steve Somers’
opening arguments.

He outlined the largely circumstantial case against
Scott, whose car was caught on surveillance cameras
near the scenes and around the times of some of the
fires, and whose house and car contained fireworks,
a model-rocket kit and other items Somers said tie in
with the crimes.

“None of these fires got really big or threatened to
get out of control,” he told the jury Aug. 20. “Many
were small to start with, were caught quickly and put

Bill Bates’ friends start
foundation for his family 

By KELLY NIX

FRIENDS OF Carmel Pine Cone cartoonist Bill Bates — who
has been in intensive care at Community Hospital of the Monterey
Peninsula since July 1 after a heart attack — have started a foundation
to give his family financial assistance.

Bates, 78, had the heart attack while working on opening his first
art gallery at San Carlos and Seventh in Carmel. The heart attack was
successfully treated, but a subsequent staph infection has threatened
his life, friends say.


