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Winky the cat is going to be adopted by a Massachusetts
woman who discovered the needy feline by accident.
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Ambitious ‘ecoresort’ planned for Sand City shore
By KELLY NIX

AFTER AN appeals court
stopped the California Coastal
Commission last May from
putting the site off-limits to
development, a San Francisco
builder is pressing ahead with
plans to turn 32 acres of Sand
City’s dunes into a $250 mil-
lion “ecoresort.”

Monterey Bay Shores —
which Ed Ghandour, president
of Security National Guaranty,
Inc., describes as an “ecologi-
cally friendly” resort that could
become a model for green
development — would include
a 161-room hotel, condomini-
ums, residences, wellness spa
and yoga pavilion. 

Its low-lying design and
sculpted lines to match the
sand dunes would also make it
unique.

The project will be up for public review after the first of
the year.

The resort, to be located across Highway 1 from Seaside
High School just north of the popular billboard sand dune,
would use state-of-the-art technologically to run the opera-
tion, including wind power and solar energy. 

“We are going green all the way,” Ghandour said. “We
aren’t going to just provide organic towels.”

Paul Kephart, executive director of Rana Creek, the
Carmel Valley ecological design company, worked with
BSA Architecture to come up with most of the resort’s
green features. Kephart said the ecoresort provides cutting-
edge, sustainable design while also providing valuable eco-
nomic vitality to the area.

“We came up with the most environmentally sensitive
and most beneficial development that exceeded the
California Coastal Commission’s concerns,” Kephart said. 

“The resort is respectful of the place and in harmony
with the land,” according to literature about the resort.
“The resulting design creates a spiritual link at the con-
vergence of land and sea.”

Apart from the resort’s hotel rooms, it will have 92 res-
idential condominiums, 88 rental condominiums, a restau-
rant and an atrium garden.

The resort’s parking lot will be built below ground, and
70 extra spaces will be set aside for public beach access,
Ghandour said.

Pine cones help one-eyed cat find a new home
By KELLY NIX

AN ONLINE search for pine cones, a one-eyed dog
named Andrew and a host of coincidental circumstances have
led an East Coast woman to travel to the Monterey Peninsula
to adopt a cat named Winky from a local animal shelter. 

Diane Lapine of Massachusetts was searching online to
find a way to use the abundance of pine cones falling into her
yard when she stumbled across The Carmel Pine Cone web-
site.
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A KAZU reporter interviews Cal Am senior project manag-
er Peter Shen Thursday at Cal Am’s pilot desalination plant
in Moss Landing. 
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While reading the paper, Lapine saw an advertisement by
the Pacific Grove-based Animal Friends Rescue Project fea-
turing an adoption photo of  one-eyed dog named Andrew —
which happens to be the name of Lapine’s husband.

“She first saw the one-eyed dog, and then she got curious

The coastal commission tried to stop it, but an appeals court cleared the way, and now plans
have been unveiled for a large hotel/condo project in Sand City. Its owner says the com-
plex will be a model for “green” development, as well as inconspicuous from Highway 1.
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CAL AM SHOWS OFF BABY DESAL PLANT

Carmel Inn may
house seniors again
■ Owners, citing financial risk, 
ask for exemption from zoning rule

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE CARMEL Inn for Seniors might reopen to elderly
residents. Owner Ron Chaplan, who shut down the San
Carlos Street care home more than four years ago, had
planned to demolish the building and replace it with condos.
In 2006, he got permission to do so, but the poor economy
took its toll on that plan, so he returned to the Carmel
Planning Commission Wednesday to solicit its support for
the concept of renting rooms to the elderly and operating a
restaurant on the ground floor.

Of the 24 units, Chaplan and business partner Nader Agha
proposed reserving three for low-income residents, and a 44-
seat restaurant would take advantage of the commercial
kitchen on the ground floor. Since none of the rentals con-
tains kitchens, the restaurant would provide residents’ daily
meals but would also serve the public in order to bring in
more money.

But the commission would have to allow a zoning excep-

By KELLY NIX

CALIFORNIA AMERICAN Water Co. demonstrated
this week that its Moss Landing pilot desalination plant —
which has taken years and seemingly endless bureaucrat-
ic snafus to get up and running — is capable of turning
seawater into drinking water.

The company, which provides water to about 40,000
Monterey Peninsula customers and is under state orders to
drastically curtail pumping from the Carmel River, took
TV and print media reporters on a tour of the $2 million
facility located at the Moss Landing power plant.

The company says data collected at the pilot plant can
be used for its much larger Coastal Water Project, an 11
million-gallon-per-day desal operation that would provide
a drought-free water supply to Cal Am’s Monterey
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COUNTY SUPERVISOR Dave Potter is being protect-
ed by sheriff's deputies and a restraining order has been
issued against a man who has allegedly harassed Potter for
years and may be armed.

“With the Kenney-Grimes incident, and the escalating
violence in the county,” Potter told The Pine Cone, “anytime
there is any form of threat, I’m going to take it seriously.”

According to court records, David Ransom Fairhurst
pleaded guilty in 2004 to repeatedly calling Potter. He also
reportedly made at least one death threat against Potter and
his staff via voicemail.

While Fairhurst was on probation because of that misde-

POTTER GETTING POLICE
PROTECTION FROM
ARMED STALKER


