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COUNTY AGENCY APPROVES INCORPORATION OF CARMEL VALLEY
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Stretching 14 miles from Highway 1 almost to Sleepy Hollow, the Town of Carmel Valley will 
go into existence in July 2010 if voters approve it next November, according to a plan OK’d 
this week by a government commission. 

■ Election recommended 
for November 2009 

By CHRIS COUNTS 

AFTER ALMOST a decade of trying, 
proponents of a Town of Carmel Valley got 
what they wanted Monday when the Local 
Agency Formation Commission voted 6-1 to 
recommend the town be created. 

It is now up to the Monterey County 
Board of Supervisors to set a date for an 
election for residents of the proposed town to 
decide if they want to incorporate. They will 
also be asked to elect a five-member town 
council. 

LAFCO recommended the election take 
place Nov. 3, 2009, with the town officially 
open for business on July 1, 2010. 

There was some last-minute drama 
Monday, as 3rd District Supervisor Lou 
Calcagno helped remove Tehama — a 2,000-
acre golf club and subdivision co-owned by 
Clint Eastwood — from the boundaries of 
the would-be town. More than 25 other 
neighborhoods and business areas, including 

the Crossroads, Barnyard and Carmel 
Rancho shopping centers and several nearby 
residential communities, also asked to be 
excluded from the proposed town, but 
LAFCO turned down those requests. 

In contrast to a Nov. 24 public hearing on 
incorporation — which featured testimony 
by more than 50 residents — the Dec. 1 hear
ing offered commissioners a lengthy oppor
tunity to sound off on the issue. Calcagno 
started things off with a bang by rattling off 
20 pages of arguments, which read like a 
“Greatest Hits” collection of incorporation 
criticisms. He recited the long list of com
plaints with a minimum of pauses and often 
without attribution. 

“I’m not comfortable moving this thing 
forward,” Calcagno said, although he later 
conceded he was willing to do so, if only to 
avoid another expensive court battle like the 
one last summer, which cost taxpayers 
$240,000 to reimburse attorney Michael 
Stamp for representing incorporation propo
nents. 

In response, commissioner Vince 

See TOWN page  14A 

NTSB: Henson’s plane 
had just 32 ounces of fuel 

By KELLY NIX 

AN AIRPLANE piloted by a Carmel Valley attorney 
was almost out of fuel when it crashed last week into a golf 
course just short of the runway at Monterey Peninsula 
Airport, according to a preliminary report released this week 
by the National Transportation Safety Board. 

On Nov. 25, Zan Henson was piloting a 1970 Piper 
Cherokee home from a trip to 
Mexico when the plane struck 
an oak tree and crash landed A very small in the parking lot of the 
Monterey Pines Golf Course. amount in the 

Henson received two left fuel tank,cracked vertebrae and a bro
ken rib in the crash, while his and even less 
friend, Jim Rummonds, an 
Aptos attorney, had more in the right 
serious injuries, including 
three broken vertebrae, four 
cracked ribs, a collapsed lung and a concussion. 

A preliminary investigation released this week by the 
NTSB shows that the plane Henson was flying had only 32 
ounces of fuel in it when it went down. 

“During removal of the airplane,” NTSB aviation accident 
investigator Josh Cawthra wrote in the report, “recovery 
crews reported they drained 24 ounces of fuel from the left 
wing fuel tank and 8 ounces of fuel from the right wing fuel 
tank.” 

In an interview at Community Hospital of the Monterey 
Peninsula the day after the accident, Henson maintained he 
had an hour’s worth of fuel when the plane crashed. But 
according to the NTSB, what remained on board was equiv
alent to less than three cans of soda. 

“The pilot stated he realized that he ‘ran the right fuel tank 
out of fuel,’ and immediately switched to the left fuel tank 
and turned on the electric fuel boost pump,” the report indi
cates. “Despite his efforts, the engine did not restart and the 
airplane descended into trees and subsequently impacted the 
ground.” 

See FUEL page  10A 

Vandals run wild, damaging house and abusing cat

By MARY BROWNFIELD	 went upstairs to sleep. About two hours later, she heard noise 

A GROUP of rowdy party-goers who imposed on the 
and went downstairs to investigate. 

She found three of the men, who are suspected to be in 
hospitality of a Hatton Road resident expressed their thanks their late teens and early 20s, still in the house and quickly 
by vandalizing the home and covering the family cat with noticed white fire-extinguisher powder all over the kitchen. 
orange spray paint, according to Monterey County Sheriff ’s “She started looking around and saw the extent of the 
Cmdr. Mike Richards. The case is still under investigation, damage,” Richards said. 
but officers believe they know who perpetrated the crimes. The report did not indicate when the three suspects left the 

While her father was in Los Angeles, the 17-year-old girl house, but the 17-year-old soon discovered they had punched 
who lives at the home was supposed to stay elsewhere, 
Richards reported. See VANDALS page 13A 

But when a friend called and asked if she 
and some other girls who had been at a nearby 
party could come stay the night because they Big Sur artist’s unforgettable

were too drunk to drive, the daughter agreed. 

When the girls arrived around 1:30 a.m. day at the White House Nov. 16, they were accompanied by five males 
who had also been at the party. 

The teen stayed up with the group until By CHRIS COUNTS 
around 3:30 a.m., Richards said, when she THE WHITE House is located 

about 2,400 miles miles east of Big 
Sur, but thanks to the creative 
handiwork of artist Sofanya White, Registrar unveils 
the two places are a bit closer 
today. details of White traveled this week to

Washington, D.C., where she
Nov. 4 vote attended the unveiling of this year’s

White House Christmas tree. First


By KELLY NIX 	 lady Laura Bush presided over the

event, a White House tradition

since 1889.
YOUR NEIGHBORS probably


voted for Obama. They also probably Alec Arago, an aide to


believe that gays should be allowed to Congressman Sam Farr, had rec

ommended that White decorate an marry. 

This week, the Monterey County ornament for this year’s tree. Her


Elections office released the “Statement hand-painted ornament, which now


of Votes Cast,” breaking down the hangs on the White House’s 20


Monterey County vote in the Nov. 4	 foot Fraser fir, features a colorful 

Presidential General Election precinct by	 Big Sur seascape. Mrs. Bush asked 
artists to embellish the ornaments PHOTO/COURTESY SOFANYA WHITE 

See VOTE page 12A Sofanya White at the entrance to the 
See ARTIST page 10A White House’s Blue Room. 
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