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P.G. says it had 
good reasons to 
fire police officer

By KELLY NIX

THE CITY of Pacific Grove has responded to a fed-
eral lawsuit filed by a former officer against the police 
chief and city manager early this year claiming he was 
wrongly fired for expressing his personal political views 
on a social media website.

Former PGPD officer Michael Gonzalez, 31, filed suit 
in February accusing P.G. Police Chief Cathy Madalone 
and city manager Ben Harvey of retaliation when they 
fired him on Jan. 12, 2021, for anonymously posting a 
meme that said “F**k Black Lives Matter” and “Free Kyle 
Rittenhouse” on the social media website Parler. 

Gonzalez, a third-generation Mexican American, main-
tains he was exercising his First Amendment rights to free 
speech when he made the statements in November 2020. 
Gonzalez’s account made no reference to the city or his 
job, and he believes he should not have been fired.

Denies allegations
“There is no dispute that Mr. Gonzalez was fired solely 

and expressly for his private, off-duty political speech,” 
according to the complaint by the former officer, who was 
named PGPD’s Officer of the Year in 2017 and earned the 
department’s lifesaving award. He’s seeking more than $1 
million in damages.

In an 18-page document filed May 27 in federal court in 
San Jose, Pacific Grove’s attorneys, Michael Christian and 
Michael Hsueh of the Sacramento law firm Jackson Lewis, 
responded to Gonzalez’s claim

In their response, the city admits that Harvey and Mad-
alone fired Gonzalez for criticizing Black Lives Matter, 
but it denies that the officer’s comment about Rittenhouse 
— the man acquitted of murdering two people during 
summer 2020 riots in Kenosha, Wis. — played a part in 
the decision. 

The city also suggests Harvey and Madalone had rea-
sons besides the online posts for firing Gonzalez.

“Defendants deny that Gonzalez’s termination was 
based on his social media post ‘Free Kyle Rittenhouse’ or 
that his termination was based solely on his social media 
post,” according to the city.

The city denies Gonzalez’s claim of having a “clean 
disciplinary record” when he was fired, but does not 
elaborate.

Around noon May 26 — just as Daniels was getting 
started on a Zoom meeting with county supervisor Mary 
Adams and others — her friend Heidi McGurrin stopped 

 Chihuahua survives mystery animal attack
By CHRIS COUNTS

A SMALL dog that lives in Carmel Valley is on the
mend after surviving a scary encounter with an unidenti-
fied wild animal last week. 

A 10-year-old Chihuahua, Sal shares a yard with a 
1-year-old Scottish Terrier named Scottie. But when
someone accidentally left the gate open May 25, the pair
“went out on an adventure.”

Their owner, Monterey County Planning Commis-
sioner Kate Daniels, told The Pine Cone that when she 
returned from a brief errand, she saw Scottie on her back 
deck, but there was no trace of Sal. 

She and others searched for him and put out word on 
social media that he was missing. Unfortunately, nothing 
turned up.

The search goes on
“We walked in both directions on trails from our house 

last night, drove around for signs of him having been hit 
by a car, and looked for any evidence that an animal may 
have gotten him,” she posted the next morning.

Daniels also spent that morning scouring the neighbor-
hood in search of Sal.

See ATTACK page 21A

A pint-sized Chihuahua from Carmel Valley, Sal survived a scary 
run-in with something bigger than he is.
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by the city’s mayor, Eric Garcetti, in a ceremony last 
month.

Snyder, who attended the ceremony May 4, donated 
$546,000 to rebuild the memorial, which is a wall listing 
the names of 238 Los Angeles police officers killed in the 

line of duty since 1886. 
The previous memorial had fallen into 

disrepair and had become somewhat of 
an embarrassment. But efforts to raise 
enough money to fix it were unsuccessful 
until Snyder came along.

‘Falling apart’
Snyder’s husband, Dale Speck, died in 

2018. A career policeman, Speck served 
the public in many roles, including dep-
uty attorney general for the State of Cal-
ifornia. Snyder wanted to do something 
special to honor him.

“After he died, I called one of the cap-
tains who worked under him and asked if 
he had any ideas how I could honor my 
husband,” Snyder told The Pine Cone. 
“He said, ‘Flo, there’s a memorial dedi-
cated to fallen officers, and it’s an abso-
lute disgrace — it’s falling apart.’”

Snyder went to see the wall for herself. 

Snyder honors husband with L.A. police memorial
By CHRIS COUNTS

THANKS TO the generosity of longtime Carmel resi-
dent Flo Snyder Speck, who wanted to honor her late hus-
band, a new Los Angeles Police Memorial was dedicated 

See DONATION page 13A
Carmel resident Flo Snyder with Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti and Police Chief  
Michel Moore at the dedication of the new memorial to the city’s officers killed on duty.
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single-family-residential zoning, which is what the church 
property is. 

“The zoning district still does not allow commercial 
parking,” Swanson said May 21. “We have made con-
tact, and they will be ceasing.”

But the Christian Science paid parking was still operat-
ing this week, and on Wednesday, code enforcement offi-
cer Bo Grunde posted notices ordering the church to take 
down all the signs by Friday.

Short deadline
The notice of violation lists “Posting of exterior busi-

ness signs without permit. Operation of an unpermitted 
use (commercial parking).” Specifically, the church is 
required to “remove exterior business signage” and “dis-
continue use of a commercial parking lot.” He gave the 
organization until June 3 to comply.

The paid parking was the latest effort by the Christian 

City puts kibosh on Christian Science parking plan 
By MARY SCHLEY

RESIDENTS AND public officials might agree
downtown is often short on parking, but that doesn’t mean 
the First Church of Christ Scientist on Lincoln Street can 
charge the public to park in its vast, underused lot.

Last month, orange “Public Parking” signs appeared on 
the three streetside pillars in front of the lot, along with 
signs throughout the lot telling parkers how to pay for their 
spots using the Air Garage app. 

But no one from the church asked the city for per-
mission to operate a paid parking lot, according to plan-
ning director Brandon Swanson. The first he learned of 
the operation was when a resident sent him photos of the 
signs.

“Not allowed,” he concluded, after reading the rules for 

See PARKING page 14APrison time after man’s 
sixth DUI conviction

By KELLY NIX

A MONTEREY County man who has been convicted
of drunk driving six times — yet is only in his 20s — 
has been sentenced to prison after his most recent arrest in 
April, according to county prosecutors.

Monterey County Superior Court Judge Mark Hood 
sentenced Ulises Rodriguez Santillan, 28, of Salinas to 
two years in state prison after he pleaded guilty to felony 
driving under the influence and admitting to a prior fel-
ony drunk-driving conviction. Santillan was arrested and 
charged after he crashed his vehicle into a parked car on 
Bellehaven Street in Salinas on April 16 at about 7:20 p.m. 

Repeat offender
Santillan — who that night had a blood alcohol level 

of .26 percent, more than three times the legal limit — has 
been convicted of DUI five previous times, in 2020, 2019, 
2017, 2016 and 2015. Monterey County Deputy District 
Attorney Matthew Johnson said while a sixth DUI convic-
tion is not a record for the county, it’s particularly high for 
someone Santillan’s age.

See DUIs page 14A

Class of 2022 A special keepsake 
Graduation Section inside 
today’s Carmel Pine Cone 
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