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Honoring Le Mans, 
beautiful cars and 
diligent owners, 
all for charity

Chelsie Hill, seen here in November 2021, has a deal with Disney 
to make a drama based on her life.
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‘Community room’ plan 
gets lukewarm reception

By MARY SCHLEY

IN HIS bid to build apartments, retail space and under-
ground parking near the corner of Dolores and Seventh, 
Monaco businessman Patrice Pastor this week proposed 
relocating a small building that’s standing in his way after 
the historic resources board last May said he couldn’t 
tear it down. The building in question is the “community 
room” that was built behind the former bank that’s now 
Seventh & Dolores Steakhouse.

While two members of the historic resources board 
seemed to oppose the idea of moving the small building to 

See LUKEWARM page 22A

In this photo, which was taken last month in the country of 
Georgia, Magnus Toren, second from left, poses with a Rus-
sian priest and a pair of Georgian monks. Toren is executive 
director of the Henry Miller Library. See page 10A.
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Exploring the
Russian frontier

Disney inks Dance Drama 
with former P.G. resiDent 

n Chelsie Hill gets executive producer 
role in her own story

By KELLY NIX

THE FORMER Pacific Grove woman who was para-
lyzed when the SUV she was a passenger in collided with 
a tree in Skyline Forest is making a dance drama with Walt 
Disney Pictures about the life-changing event and what 
followed, Disney told The Pine Cone Tuesday.

On Feb. 21, 2010, Chelsie Hill, then 17 years old, was 
a passenger in a Toyota 4Runner driven by friend Aaron 
Corn, 18, who was drunk. Corn crashed the SUV into a 
pine tree at about 30 mph, and Hill, who was seated in 
the rear middle seat and wearing only a lap belt, received 
catastrophic spinal injuries that left her paralyzed from the 
waist down.

‘Highly talented’
Now 30 years old, Hill is executive producing “Grace,” 

which the Hollywood Reporter said last week will be 
based on a “highly talented, disabled dancer.” Hill — the 

School mourning three 
students and mother 
killed in head-on crash

By MARY SCHLEY

A CARMEL Middle School sixth-grader and his twin 
sisters, who were in eighth grade, died in a head-on crash 
Sunday night alongside their mother when the Tesla she 
was driving crossed into the oncoming traffic lane on High-
way 156 in Hollister and ran head-on into a semi-truck. 

The California Highway Patrol is investigating the 
Aug. 14 crash — which occurred shortly after 8 p.m. near 
Fairview Road — after initially reporting that “for reasons 
unknown,” 55-year-old Lisa Biakanja turned her 2014 
Tesla left over the double-yellow lines and ran into the 
front of a 2015 Freightliner. 

A photo taken at the scene shows the passenger com-
partment of the electric vehicle mangled and flattened 
almost to the ground, with only the rear end still recogniz-
able. Biakanja and kids Lucy, Leigh and Ben died at the 
scene. The driver of the truck, a 39-year-old woman from 
Madera named Araceli Murillozar, was taken to a hospital 
in Hollister with minor injuries, including some abrasions. 

In April, the board agreed to spend $9,725,000 on the 
long-overdue work at the track, where the bridge has been 
deemed unsafe — its capacity is now limited to ensure 
there aren’t too many people crossing it at the same time 
— and the track hasn’t been repaved in 15 years. Its 
degraded surface generated criticism in the media follow-
ing last year’s IndyCar races.

Thanks, inflation
At their meeting late last month, supervisors learned 

the costs would be far higher, thanks to supply issues, fuel 
costs and inflation. “Granite Construction was the lowest 

County to spend $15M on Laguna Seca repairs
By MARY SCHLEY

AS MOST of the tens of thousands of people here 
for Car Week know, Laguna Seca is an iconic racetrack 
revered across the globe. But for years, its maintenance 
needs have been badly neglected, including an unsafe 
pedestrian bridge and a worn surface that’s generated 
complaints from professional and amateur racers. Late last 
month, the Monterey County Board of Supervisors voted 
to change that, authorizing $14,902,198 to replace the 
bridge over the start-finish line and repave the track.

Last week, county parks chief Bryan Flores told report-
ers the work will be “one of the largest capital improve-
ment projects the county has undertaken.” See REPAIRS page 20A

With Concours Week back in full swing, vintage cars of the utmost pedi-
gree gathered in the early morning fog Thursday (right) before heading out 
on the Tour d’Elegance. By noon, the Monterey Peninsula was bathed in 
sunshine, and so were the cars at the Prancing Ponies exhibition in down-
town Carmel (above). For complete coverage, see our special section.
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See HILL page 20A

See TRAGEDY page 23A

Commissioners OK axing San Carlos eucalyptus
By MARY SCHLEY

AGREEING THAT they don’t like eucalyptus trees, 
the forest and beach commission on Thursday agreed to 
let resident Carol Crandall work with the city to cut down 
four of them growing on public property on San Carlos 
north of Fourth, as long as she also pays to plant new trees 
there.

Crandall, representing tenants in the Pine Terrace condo 
complex uphill and east of the offending eucalyptus, said 
in her letter to city forester Sara Davis that in past years, 
the city had pruned the trees at the residents’ request, in 
part to preserve their views. In 2018, storms caused many 
of their branches to break, obviating the need for cutting 
that year. Four years later, they have regrown and continue 
to branch out over the street, so she requested that they be 

See TREE page 37A

cut down or pruned at the condo owners’ expense.
New administrative analyst Tom Ford prepared the 

report for the commission’s Aug. 11 meeting and rec-
ommended denial. If commissioners OK’d the removal, 
though, they should also require Crandall to pay for the 
planting of four new trees approved by the forester in the 
same area.


