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PET  TALKPET  TALK Capturing your pet’s likeness for the ages and creating a 
safe space for your dog … inside this week!

The Monterey Symphony played two concerts this week at Forest Theater before sold-out crowds (left). The performances included Big 
Sur percussionist Jayson Fann playing a 6-foot drum (right) that he needed a forklift to carry away Thursday.

PHOTOS/(LEFT) RANDY TUNNELL,  (ABOVE) CHRIS COUNTS

when Fann discovered a fallen redwood alongside High-
way 1 near the Big Sur Health Center. He used a chainsaw 
to cut out a section of the 4-foot wide tree, and after turn-
ing it into a drum, he’s been making improvements ever 
since.

Fann has put in hundreds of hours “sanding and bur-
nishing” the drum. He calls it a “lifetime project.” 

Redwood falls in forest — still makes a sound
By CHRIS COUNTS

NOT YOUR typical classical music concert, the 
Monterey Symphony’s “Love Letter to Carmel, Vol. 2” 
last week at Forest Theater was full of surprises — not 
the least of which was a massive 6-foot-high, 2,000-pound 
drum carved from a redwood tree by the musician who 
played it, Jayson Fann.

The story of the drum goes back about two decades See DRUM page 19A

Council moves to 
ban wood fires 

By MARY SCHLEY

WOOD FIRES are on their way to being banned on 
Carmel Beach after a decision by a slim council majority 
Tuesday that only propane fires should be allowed, similar 
to the rules the state imposes on nearby River Beach.

For a century, beach fires were a treasured tradition 
on the sands of Carmel Beach, until 2016, when aggres-
sive lobbying by residents of Scenic Road and other 
smoke-sensitive locals led to the creation of a “pilot pro-
gram” — a test of the best way to limit fires in order to 
reduce their messing up the sand and polluting the air. 
Fires on the beach were prohibited except for a dozen 
city-owned metal pits. Since then, the program has gone 
through several iterations. Most recently, it called for five 
wood-fire pits on the sand south of 10th from mid-May to 
mid-September that people could use from 4 to 10 p.m. 
Propane fires were allowed, as well.

At the Sept. 13 meeting, planning director Brandon 
Swanson noted the program is set to end Sept. 15 and 
asked the council whether it should continue indefinitely 
or be discontinued. If the latter, he inquired, should fires 
be allowed or banned?

Well-traveled road
As has happened at every hearing on the topic, oppo-

nents argued that even tiny amounts of wood smoke are 
unhealthy, that legal fires encourage people to make illegal 
fires, that the pits are too expensive to clean and maintain, 
and that there’s plenty of fun to be had on the beach with-
out fires. 

Proponents countered that the smoke produced by a 
few pits used a few hours a night during a few months 
of the year is insignificant, that the tradition is cherished, 
and that they’ve already compromised a lot to please the 

Before they were banned in 2015, fires were a treasured part of 
Carmel’s history but had become so numerous, even supporters of 
beach fires agreed they had to be limited.
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for major wildfires in California, including the 2018 fire 
that burned the city of Paradise to the ground, killing 85 
people and destroying 18,000 structures.

Lawyers give OK
An attorney working for the city confirmed the power 

company could cut down any trees deemed to be a threat 
without getting permission from the city, and contrac-
tors working for PG&E subsequently removed pines on 
Santa Rita between Fourth and Fifth and on Monte Verde 

City wants PG&E to Play niCE with trEEs
By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER PG&E cut down a half-dozen large trees in 
town on Monte Verde and Santa Rita streets over the last 
month, city administrator Chip Rerig said Wednesday he’s 
trying to get the utility company to take a gentler approach.

“They applied to remove the trees on Santa Rita, and 
we said, ‘No,’ and that was several months ago,” Rerig 
explained. In response, officials with the power company 
came back with a ruling from the California Public Utili-
ties Commission allowing them to cut down any trees that 
might threaten power lines. The company has been blamed See TREES page 14A

See FIRES page 15A

panel that purports to advocate for and support a culture of 
“diversity” and “inclusion.”

‘Angry and sad’
Rau was asked if she believed it was acceptable and 

appropriate to publicly mock religions and their followers, 
especially given her position on the panel.

While Rau did not answer the question directly, she 
issued a statement on her campaign website, saying she 
posted the comments after being “angry and sad” follow-
ing the June 24 Supreme Court decision to overturn Roe 
v. Wade and Casey v. Planned Parenthood, two earlier 
decisions that deemed women’s access to abortion in the 
United States a constitutional right. 

In its most recent decision, Dobbs v. Jackson, the 
Supreme Court said abortion laws should be established 

‘Inclusion’ head knocked for mocking Catholics 
By KELLY NIX

THE CHAIR of Pacific Grove’s diversity, equity and 
inclusion task force — the body that spearheaded the can-
cellation of the city’s traditional Feast of Lanterns festi-
val — this week defended comments she made on social 
media last month mocking Christians.

Tina Rau, who is running for a seat on the Pacific Grove 
City Council, posted a statement on Twitter disparaging 
Catholics and evangelical Christians.

“Buy a Bible, don’t read it, and you’ll be a Catholic,” 
according to Rau’s Aug. 7 Twitter post. “Buy a Bible, read 
only what suits you and you will be an Evangelical.”

She went on to say that someone who reads the Bible 
fully and analyzes it would become an atheist.

A Pacific Grove citizen who told The Pine Cone about 
Rau’s comments and others questioned why Rau would 
ridicule Christians, or any group, considering she heads a See COMMENTS page 14A

several times by the other suspects during the attack,” 
Clifford noted, and officers spent the rest of the night look-
ing for them.

They had no luck, but the next day, one of the vic-
tims saw the group at the beach and took a few photos to 
send to CPD, and “extensive canvassing of the downtown 
restaurants, bars and businesses led to surveillance footage 
of the suspects at a restaurant on the evening of the attack, 

Real estate exec arrested in downtown attack
By MARY SCHLEY

A SOUTHERN California real estate developer 
turned himself in to the Monterey Police Department 
Wednesday afternoon after a judge issued a warrant for 
his arrest in an assault on a restaurant owner and another 
man downtown on Sept. 1, according to Carmel Police 
Sgt. Michael Bruno.

“His bail was set at $30,000, and he posted bail,” Bruno 
confirmed. 

Michael Tutelian is the 
only suspect police have 
identified so far in the 
unprovoked attack, accord-
ing to CPD Sgt. Jacob Clif-
ford. The beating occurred 
around 8:45 p.m. Sept. 1 
— the day Tutelian turned 
38 — when four men 
assaulted two people near 
the intersection of Monte 
Verde and Ocean.

‘Michael’
While paramedics 

treated the victims for 
undisclosed injuries at the 
scene, “we coordinated a 

search of the area, but the suspects were not located,” Clif-
ford said. Officers obtained descriptions of the attackers 
from victims and witnesses.

“The primary suspect’s name, ‘Michael,’ was used 

See ARRESTED page 14A

Michael Tutelian




