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HEALTHYLifestylesLifestyles Having surgery soon? You’ll want to read about the 
best ways to recover … Inside this week!

A Carmel Valley man returned home last week to find his lawn had 
been very neatly turned over, but it wasn’t his landscaper who did 
it. See page 6A.
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Whoever’s responsible
did a really good job

Food waste, garbage 
inspectors coming 
to bins near you

By MARY SCHLEY

AUDITORS HIRED to inspect people’s garbage to 
ensure they aren’t throwing recyclables, food scraps or 
yard waste in the wrong bins, have begun accompanying 
GreenWaste drivers on their routes in much of the Mon-
terey Peninsula and will soon be doing so in Carmel, 
according to the city’s environmental compliance man-
ager, Agnes Martelet. 

The “lid flippers” are mandated in expansive state leg-
islation that requires residents to put all their food scraps 
— except used grease and raw meat — in their green 
bins. The new rules kicked 
in Jan. 1, with enforcement 
and penalties for non-com-
pliance set to come online 
in 2024. The inspections 
underway now are for edu-
cational purposes.

The legislation, Sen-
ate Bill 1383, also requires 
housing complexes to pro-
vide the three-container 
system for tenants and make 
sure they and any contrac-
tors working on the property 
know what goes where. Employers have to educate their 
workers and let city inspectors make sure they’re follow-
ing the rules.

Trash auditors
The new law requires cities “to conduct monitoring of 

a random sample of waste, recycling, and organic material 
carts in both residential and commercial areas,” Martelet 
said. 

“The purpose of this monitoring is to identify contami-
nation — such as materials placed in the wrong container 
— and provide educational feedback to residents and 

See GARBAGE page 19A

A new state 
law requires 
cities to 
monitor 
what you 
throw away

“We’re facing a predicted surge in Covid this winter, 
and many people still feel much more comfortable din-
ing outdoors al fresco than indoors,” she said. “Everyone 
enjoys the fresh air on the wharf and eating outside.”

Coastal commission opposes outdoor dining 
n Says it impedes visitor access 
on Fisherman’s Wharf

By CHRIS COUNTS

SEEKING TO preserve outdoor seating at 
restaurants on Fisherman’s Wharf, the Monterey 
City Council agreed Tuesday to send the Califor-
nia Coastal Commission a letter asking that outdoor 
dining at the landmark site be extended for another 
year.

Without the extension, outdoor dining there 
would end in January 2023 — unless restaurants 
obtain permits.

According to the coastal commission, restau-
rants on the wharf with outdoor dining “appear to 
be impeding general public access on the wharf.” A 
July 21 letter from the powerful watchdog agency 
reported that its investigation of the wharf’s outside 
dining was triggered by a complaint.

Covid surge?
Speaking out in favor of the extension was 

Wendy Brickman, executive director of the Fish-
erman’s Wharf Association. Brickman suggested 
removal of the outdoor seating would “negatively 
impact” the city.

See DINING page 18A

A family visiting from Indiana enjoys lunch outside Thursday at Crab Louie’s 
Bistro on Monterey’s Old Fisherman’s Wharf.
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spokesman Josh Stratton said, gives the company hope 
that the state agency will OK the Monterey Peninsula 
Water Supply Project, which includes a portfolio of water 
projects, including Cal Am’s desal plant.

Desal requirements
“It confirms that desalination projects like the Monte-

rey Peninsula Water Supply Project, which use slant wells 
and greenhouse gas-free energy supplies, are a necessary 
part of the resilience portfolio needed to provide drought-
proof water, and in our case, help protect the Carmel 
River,” Stratton said.

Unlike traditional desalination facilities, which use 
open-ocean intakes and can kill fish and other marine life, 
slant wells are much less harmful. In Cal Am’s case, the 
source water from the slant wells installed in the Marina 

Cal Am hopes SoCal desal OK will help prospects
By KELLY NIX

A SPOKESMAN for Cal Am said Thursday that the 
utility is hopeful that the California Coastal Commission’s 
recent approval of a desalination plant in Dana Point 
designed with the same well technology Cal Am is propos-
ing for its desal facility for the Monterey Peninsula will 
bode well for the company when the state agency consid-
ers the project next month.

California American Water has proposed a desalination 
plant near Marina that would use slant wells to draw sea-
water from underneath the ocean floor — technology the 
State of California has required the company to employ.

While Cal Am’s proposal has detractors, including 
the City of Marina which claims the project would hurt 
its groundwater supplies, the coastal commission Oct. 13 
greenlit a facility for Dana Point which is also designed 
with slant wells. The approval of that facility, Cal Am See DESAL page 20A

lawsuits against more than 40 businesses for holding 
ladies nights, according to a 2014 Orange County Register 
article — described the Links Club’s promotional event as 
“repugnant and unlawful.”

“Any business operating in the progressive state of 
California in the 21st century knows that California 
embraces diversity, inclusion and equality and condemns 

Lawsuit: Bar discriminates against ‘men, non-binary’
By KELLY NIX

A CARMEL sports bar simply trying to drum up busi-
ness by offering discounts to female patrons has been hit 
with a lawsuit by two men who claim their civil rights were 
violated because the bar charged them and others more 
for alcohol and use of golf simulators than it did women 
during a “ladies night” event 
last month.

In a civil complaint filed 
Oct. 13, Steve Frye and 
George St. George contend 
they went to Links Club 
in Carmel Plaza on Sept. 
14 during a ladies night, 
which charged women $20 
per hour for use of the golf 
simulators, while “men and 
non-binary persons” had to 
pay $65 per hour. Women 
were also given $2 off alco-
holic drinks but men and non-binary people — who don’t 
identify as male or female — were not. 

‘Harmed and damaged’
Because of the uneven pricing, the men claim they’ve 

been “harmed and damaged,” and are seeking tens of thou-
sands of dollars from the Links Club as a result.

St. George and Frye — the latter of whom has filed 

See DISCOUNTS page 16A

Claim that 
‘ladies night’ 
discounts 
are illegal

City, PG&E say ‘murdered’
trees ‘fell through cracks’

By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER AN outcry when two very large pines on 
Monte Verde Street were abruptly cut down by PG&E 
in late August, representatives of the utility pledged last 
week to do a better job of keeping the city in the loop.

But whether they have unilateral authority to prune or 
cut down trees in the city, as they have argued they have, is 
now up for debate, thanks to dueling state laws.

“There’s been a murder of a bunch of large trees, all 
living trees, lying like corpses at the battle zone,” resident 

See TREES page 17A


