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Looking a little defeated after being injured by a car in June, 
this coyote pup was saved by SPCA Monterey County and 
was released back into the wild. See page 8A.
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A glimpse of coyote’s 
road to recovery

A Carmel Valley man died in a tragic wreck Wednesday afternoon after he hit a car that had pulled out onto Carmel Valley Road. His 
Dodge Durango rolled several times, and he was thrown from the car.
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“at a high rate of speed” when he crashed into a Porsche 
Cayenne driven by 70-year-old Susan Murphy that was 
turning left onto Carmel Valley Road out of the street 
shared by Palo Corona Regional Park and the Community 
Church of the Monterey Peninsula. “This impact caused 
the Dodge to overturn,” Madueño said. 

Witnesses said the Durango rolled as many as five 
times before coming to rest on its side, according to CHP 

C.V. man killed in crash near middle school
By MARY SCHLEY

SETH PARKER, 52, founder of Pacific Land Water & 
Home, and father of two, died in a violent car crash that 
shut down Carmel Valley Road for several hours Wednes-
day afternoon.

According to California Highway Patrol public infor-
mation officer Jessica Madueño, on Oct. 26 around 3:15 
p.m., Parker was driving his distinctive white and black 
2021 Dodge Durango eastbound on Carmel Valley Road See CRASH page 15A

A flight tracker shows the path of a U.S. Coast Guard helicopter as 
it searches Carmel Bay for a missing swimmer.
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man, whose identity has not been not released, had asked 
a friend to accompany him to Carmel Beach to go for a 
swim — something he did regularly. “The victim was 
wearing a dark-colored wetsuit and went into the water 
at the south end of the beach,” he said, while his friend 
stayed onshore because he didn’t have a wetsuit.

Wasn’t worried
Given the darkness of the night and lack of a full moon, 

the friend lost sight of the swimmer about 10 feet out, 
according to Bruno, but he wasn’t initially worried, seeing 
and hearing no signs of distress as he waited for the swim-
mer to reappear.

But after 20 minutes, the man on shore became con-
cerned and called the swimmer’s wife. “The two searched 
for the victim and were unable to locate him,” Bruno said.

At about 11:30 p.m., rather than dialing 911, they went 
to the police station to report the resident was missing, and 
officers subsequently summoned Monterey Fire, Carmel 
Ambulance and Cal Fire to try to find him.

“Cal Fire searched the area, including the water line 
and beach area,” Bruno said. “A drone outfitted with night 
vision was deployed during the search.”

Boat, helicopter, plane
The U.S. Coast Guard in Monterey sent a boat and two 

helicopters — one an unmarked Blackhawk — and the 

ExtEnsivE sEarch for lost swimmEr yiElds nothing
By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER A 36-year-old local man went for a nighttime 
swim in Carmel Bay late Friday and didn’t come back, 
residents awoke early Saturday morning to the sound of 
low-flying helicopters sweeping the coastline from Peb-
ble Beach to south of Point Lobos for several hours in an 
effort to find him.

According to Carmel Police Sgt. Michael Bruno, the 

See SEARCH page 24A

Wonder Woofs, Porras said.
“We have had a contract with Wonder Woofs for 

approximately eight years,” he explained. “This was a 
scheduled event. We bring Wonder Woofs on campus five 
times a year.”

‘Preventative’
Porras called the operations “preventative measures,” 

and said they’re intended to “enhance our safety practices 
on campus.” He also offered a detailed description on how 
the company and school officials carry out the anti-drug 
exercises.

“When the school administrator, along with the dog 

P.G. High students caught with drugs, suspended 
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

AN ANTI-DRUG operation at Pacific Grove High 
School Wednesday resulted in four students being sus-
pended for possession of marijuana, marijuana edibles and 
other illicit items, an official with the Pacific Grove Uni-
fied School District told The Pine Cone.

A drug-sniffing golden retriever discovered a mari-
juana vape pen, while district officials found one package 
of marijuana edibles, two marijuana vape pens and three 
nicotine vape pens, PGUSD superintendent Ralph Porras 
said. The four students were suspended for five days each. 

“Law enforcement has been notified” about the kids 
with the forbidden items, Porras said. 

The operation was carried out by a company called See CAUGHT page 14A

Moorer rejects 
claims that there’s 
trouble at PacRep

By CHRIS COUNTS

AMID ALLEGATIONS of fiscal mismanagement 
and disorganization, six members of the PacRep Theatre-
board of directors have resigned in the past month. But the 
group’s founder and executive director, Stephen Moorer, 
is pushing back against claims that he’s out of his element 
when it comes to finances or that his leadership style is 
heavy-handed. 

“PacRep has never been more financially sound,” 
Moorer said. “We have a reserve fund. We have a 
planned-giving fund. We have an outside bookkeeper. We 
have consistently clean audits. Our assets have grown to 
over $8 million. Our finances are an open book.”

Cost doubled
The most pressing financial matter facing PacRep 

at the moment, Moorer acknowledged, is its $6.5 mil-
lion renovation of the Golden Bough Theater. While the 
estimated cost of the project has roughly doubled since 
2018, Moorer said that’s because of supply chain issues, 

Supervisors want more 
oversight of sheriff 

By MARY SCHLEY

RESPONDING TO recent complaints of harassment 
and wrongdoing at the sheriff’s office that 5th District 
Monterey County Supervisor Mary Adams described as 
“heartbreaking,” the board of supervisors on Tuesday 
unanimously decided to ask the California Attorney Gen-
eral to investigate. They also voted to have the civil grand 
jury look into the complaints and asked county administra-
tive officer Charles McKee and county counsel Les Girard 
to research an outside auditor to scrutinize the agency’s 
policies and procedures, and advise on appointment of a 
citizen oversight committee or an inspector general.

The board of supervisors has limited authority when 
dealing with personnel issues, even more so when it comes 
to law enforcement, McKee said Oct. 25, due to the Peace 
Officer Bill of Rights. The bill of rights “dictates how 
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